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l~ 'Ytotes and 'fbomment B y 
Motlherhood 
) IT TAKES a singularly hard-bitten 
editor to pass up Mother's Day 
without at least a nod toward 
Motherhood and Home, Sweet 
Home and the remembered pleas-
ures of childhood. Being, if any-
thing, somewhat less hard-bitten 
than the average editor, we take 
this opportunity to express our 
renewed approval of motherhood 
as an institution and of home and 
childhood as desirable elements in 
011 the good life. But before the or-
chestra breaks into "Hearts and 
Flowers" we think it might be 
"' well to look a bit more critically 
at motherhood and see whether it 
is still all that it is cracked up to 
., be. 
Let it be said at the outset that 
any woman who fulfills the bare 
minimum demands of motherhood 
~ 
is engaged in a full-time job and 
:ieserves a high mark for indus-
T H E E D I T 0 R S 
triousness, if for nothing else. But 
providjng food, giving baths, su-
pervising play, and picking up 
toys are only the incidental jobs 
of motherhood which could be, 
and in some cases are, handled by 
nurses or maids. The distinctive 
work of the mother is to give the 
child what no other person can 
give him, to give him a sense of 
belonging. 
Each of us must be born in-
dividually and each of us must 
die individually. But none of us 
can truly live individually. To 
live fully, we must live in and 
with other people and we must 
live in and under the shadow of 
the Eternal. The first step in find-
ing our place in the world must 
be the discovery of our place with-
in that part of mankind through 
which we have received the pre-
cious gift of life, our family. And 
by the family we mean not only 
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the parents and grandparents and 
uncles and aunts but the succes-
sive generations of men and wom-
en who received the breath of life, 
passed it on, and finally yielded it 
back to its Giver. Without this 
awareness of one's relation to ages 
past and to ages yet to come, one 
can easily become irresponsible, 
buffeted about on the momentary 
waves of his own generation with 
no consolation from the memory 
of those who made the journey 
before him and no hope of reach-
ing the haven in which they now 
rest. 
The mother who can help her 
child to move into the clear light 
of eternity, within which he can 
make out the reassuring figures 
of those through whom he re-
ceived his life and his name and 
who have completed the journey 
between eternities, will have given 
him far more than mere biological 
life (which any mare can give its 
foal). She will have given him a 
reason for his birth, an under-
standing of life as a trust, and a 
willingness to accept the trans-
formation that men call death. 
Lincoln and the Constitution 
T HE Hon. Charles E. Halleck is not only a member of the 
United States House of Repre-
sentatives (to which any person 
can be admitted if he receives a 
plurality of votes in a general 
election) but also of Phi Beta 
Kappa (which has somewhat more 
demanding requirements for ad-
mission). It was evidently as a 
member of Congress, rather than 
as a Phi Beta Kappa, that Con-
gressman Halleck attempted a con-
stitutional evaluation of the Lin-
coln administration in his recent 
widely-quoted address at a Lincoln • 
Day dinner in Boise, Idaho. 
In that address, Congressman 
Halleck asserted that "Lincoln had ,. 
too much reverence and respect 
for the wisdom of the constitution ~ 
which provides that only congress ~ J 
has the power to declare war" to 
have plunged the nation into a 
war without prior congressional 
approval. This jibes rather poorly, 
of course, with the historical fact '-
that Lincoln actually did delay 
calling a special session of Con-
gress for almost three months after , 1 
the fall of Fort Sumter to allow ,.. 
himself time to do a few things that 
needed to be dop.e to preserve the 
Union but which might not have • 
set too well with the Congress. 
Among these were the establish-
ment of a blockade of Confederate I.-
ports and the call for 75,000 volun-
teers, either of which should con-
stitutionally have had prior Con- " 
gressional approval. 
Later on, as Edward S. Corwin 
has pointed out, Lincoln appro- <. 
priated monies from the treasury, 
authorized unauthorized persons 
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to receive these funds, closed the 
Post Office to "treasonable corre-
spondence," and suspended the 
writ of habeas corpus almost at 
will-all without Congressional ap-
proval. 
It is not our purpose to under-
mine the powers of the Congress 
or to present evidence for the im-
peachment of a president long 
since dead. All that we are trying 
to do is set the record straight. 
The man who will not jump into 
a river to save a drowning man 
because the bank is posted with a 
"No swimming" sign may be able 
to excuse himself legally but he 
can hardly excuse himself morally. 
In the same way, a president in 
time of national emergency must 
have foresight and courage enough 
to take whatever steps the situa-
tion demands, whether his actions 
are constitutional or not. The 
judgment of conscience and of 
history takes precedence over the 
judgment of the courts. There 
will be neither constitution nor 
courts if the nation does not sur-
vive. 
The Grow Diary 
• 1fT IS distressing, of course, that 
ll the diary of General Robert 
W. Grow fell into the hands of 
• Russian agents and provided fruity 
propaganda for the Russians. But 
it is infinitely more distressing that 
the remarks in it about attacking 
the U.S.S.R. "as soon as possible" 
by "hitting below the belt" most 
assuredly represent General Grow's 
thinking and perhaps agree with 
the thinking of other general offi-
cers. 
Certain elements in the war de-
partment are reported on good 
authority to have accepted the in-
evitability of war with Russia since 
as far back as 1920. We concede 
the right of any person to hold 
such an opinion as a matter of 
individual judgment. To military 
men who are charged with the 
duty of preparing the nation's 
defenses for possible war, we con-
cede the additional right to at-
tempt to predict which nation 
represents the greatest and most 
immediate possible danger to our 
country and to devise strategies 
for meeting those dangers. It 
would be criminal neglect of duty 
if our defense establishment did 
not have a reasonably detailed 
plan of action in the event of war 
with the Soviet Union. 
But it is not the duty or right 
of the military to decide why or 
when we will go to war. General 
Grow, if he had strong opinions 
on this matter, should have exer-
cised extraordinary self-discipline 
in keeping those opinions inside 
his own mind. Or else he should 
have resigned his commission and 
given his judgment to the Amer-
ican people as a civilian. At a 
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minimum, if he had to confide his 
ideas to a diary, that diary should 
have been kept locked in some 
place to which only he had access. 
We don't want to crucify Gen-
eral Grow or anybody else, but his 
egregious carelessness now forces 
us either to give his ideas our 
implied approval by allowing him 
to retain his army rank or to 
repudiate them by dismissing him 
from the service. Neither proced-
ure will undo the damage that 
he has done. To estimate the ex-
tent of that damage it is necessary 
only to imagine how we would 
have reacted to the revelation that 
a high Russian officer had sug-
gested an early sneak attack upon 
us. 
War is not inevitable. We dare 
not allow ourselves to be per-
suaded that it is inevitable. Peace 
can be preserved if we patiently 
and calmly and devotedly work 
to preserve it. Nothing would be 
more fatal than to allow ourselves 
to be sold the diabolical idea that 
a "preventive" war would be less 
terribie than a war thrust upon us. 
Expensive Loved One 
W HEN death strikes in a family, it is quite difficult if not 
impossible for the survivors to' 
bring the same objectivity to the 
planning of the last rites that they 
would bring to less emotion-
charged transactions. As a result, " 
the funeral director is in a par-
ticularly advantageous position for l 
charging "what the traffic will .. 
1 
bear." Mr. John Carson, a member 
of the Federal Trade Commission, 
suspects that funeral prices are .., 
often unreasonably high and that 
there is some price fixing going on 'e 
among undertakers, and he is try-
ing to get his colleagues on the • 
FTC to undertake a public inves-
tigation of the business. 
It is not our privilege to predict .. 
what the FTC will find if it does 
investigate. Our own experience is 
limited and may be altogether un- ~ 
typical. This much is certain, 
though: that if funeral directors 
have overplayed a good thing, they 
have been tempted more than the 
average business man is to do so. " 
For whatever evidence there may 
be for calling ours a Christian • 
country, there is certainly little 
in our burial customs to reinforce 
it. Even church funerals frequently 
take on the aspects of a pagan 
interment. • 
We remember particularly the 
case of a fine old gentleman in 
his eighties whose faith grew lr 
stronger with each additional in-
dication of the approach of death, 
and whose naturally keen sense • 
of humor seemed to grow sharper 
as his possibility of recovery grew 
smaller. By the time he finally • j 
died, he had created an atmos-
phere of almost geniality in his 
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bedroom and his survivors were 
well content that a good life had 
ended in a good, Christian death. 
But then the standard operating 
procedures of the funeral director 
took over and a pall of gloom was 
cast over what might otherwise 
have been a regretful but not sor-
rowful leave-taking. And it was 
only after the funeral, when the 
survivors had a chance to get to-
gether and swap anecdotes about 
the old gentleman's last days, that 
the true perspective on his passing 
was restored. 
It is not a happy experience to 
lose a loved one but neither is it, 
for the Christian, an occasion of 
unrelieved sorrow. For since the 
first Easter morning, even the 
cross which the Christian must 
bear is the cross in glory. He does 
not particularly care whether the 
embalmer will fix his body up so 
that it will "look natural" for a 
hundred years. He has the assur-
ance that it will rise to live m 
glory through the eternities. 
Ticklish Task 
R ECENT political trends in both Great Britain and France 
should be sobering warnings to 
the United States that we dare not 
allow ourselves to become too 
cocky in our new role of leader 
of the free world. The events we 
have in mind are the rebellion of 
the Bevanites against the leader-
ship of the British Labour party 
and the formation of a right-of-
center government for the first 
time since World War II in France. 
In both these instances, an atti-
tude toward the United States and 
its role in the domestic affairs of 
the two countries is involved. Both 
Mr. Bevan and the followers of 
General DeGaulle suspect the 
United States of wanting to estab-
lish a measure, at least, of suze-
rainty over their countries and 
they suspect the United States of 
overemphasizing the danger of 
Russian aggression, either out of 
unreasoning fear or out of sinister 
hopes of expanding our role in 
Western affairs. 
It is not, at the moment, too 
important whether these charges 
are well or poorly founded. What 
is important is that men who are 
neither fools nor Communists are 
suspicious of us for reasons which 
they consider sufficient. If we are 
to last in our new and extremely 
difficult role of leader of the West, 
we must be as much concerned 
about what our allies think about 
us as we are about the factual 
grounds for what they think. As 
far as other nations go, we are 
to them what they think we are, 
whether that happens to be what 
we actually are or not. 
That means that we shall have 
to be quite a bit more sensitive 
to the thinking and the suspicions 
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and even the prejudices of our 
allies if we wish to hold their 
good will and to win their co-
operation. This will go against 
the grain of many of us who think 
that we have already gone far 
beyond the call of duty in build-
ing up some sort of defense against 
aggression from the East. But that 
sort of reasoning overlooks the 
most profound implications of our 
newly-assumed role. 
It is no longer our privilege to 
judge ourselves by any comparative 
standard. We stand now above the 
demands of treaties and conven-
tions and tradition and directly 
under the absolute demands of 
God and of history. We have no 
right to expect gratitude, sympa-
thy, understanding, or affection 
(although it is possible that we 
may, in time, win all of these) but 
must be content to know that we 
have done our duty. Duty requires 
that we reinforce the wills of our 
allies to stand fast in the face of 
the common danger. We must 
persuade every responsible states-
man in the West that what we are 
trying to do is reasonable and 
unmotivated by hope of self-ag-
grandizement. 
Hollywood Notes 
R EPORTS indicate that Darryl F. Zanuck's Twentieth Century-
Fox production, "David and Bath-
sheba," has grossed over seven mil-
lion dollars up to this time at the 
box office with a good healthy 
run still ahead of it. Miss Susan 
Hayward, the Bathsheba of the 
film, has the added distinction of 
having been voted "worst actress 
of 195 1" by the San Francisco film 
critics. To this latter honor, Miss 
Hayward's reply was that she will 
"go on being the worst actress of 
the year as long as the pictures 
make money." 
Miss Hayward's acceptance of 
money as the criterion of accom-
plishment, if held generally by the 
population, may help to account 
for the fact that Captain William 
Kidd, the yo-ho-ho-and-a-bottle-of-
rum man, has displaced Abraham 
Lincoln as the character most 
often portrayed in the movies. 
During the last decade, Kidd has 
carried 52 motion picture parts to 
Lincoln's eleven. 
And still no promise of another 
Marx Brothers' film! 
The Police Gazette .. 
A s OF this writing, the Chicago police are still as much in 
the dark about the murder of 
Charlie Gross, the Republican ' 
ward leader, as they were the day 
he was killed. And in New York, 
they have buried the young man -4. 
who tipped off the police on Willie 
Sutton. 
r 
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In Detroit, however, the awful 
majesty of the law cracked down 
on Mrs. Hildegarde Walgraeve. 
Mrs. Walgraeve, a housewife, was 
ticketed by police and told to get 
a new garbage can. This she did, 
but she forgot to report the pur-
chase. So one night the police rang 
her bell and took h er and her 
ten-year-old son to the station 
where Mrs. Walgraeve was forced 
to remain overnight along with 
other police characters and next 
morning received a suspended sen-
tence from a bored court. Angered, 
she wrote a hot letter to the Detroit 
Free Press which has resulted, to 
date, in a wholesale investigation 
of the Detroit Police Department 
and a torrent of criticism of the 
lieutenant who consigned her to 
prison. 
Maybe murder is just getting 
too doggoned commonplace to stir 
up indignation. 
Genophobia 
W HILE we are talking about Detroit, a city for which we 
have considerable affection, we 
have to pass on a report from 
one of our correspondents there 
who says that a speech delivered 
nine years ago in the House of 
Representatives by John E. R ankin 
" is being distributed fly-leaf style 
and is provoking outbursts of anti-
Semitism. 
The following section of that 
speech is being distributed: 
"When those communistic Jews-
of whom the decent Jews are ashamed 
-go around here and hug these Ne-
groes, dance with them, intermarry 
with them, and try to force their 
way into white restaurants, white 
hotels, and white picture shows, they 
are not deceiving any red-blooded 
American and, above all, they are 
not deceiving the men in our armed 
forces-as to who is at the bottom 
of this race trouble." 
We quote this diatribe because 
it illustrates beautifully the men-
tality of the genophobe. In Ran-
kin's alleged thinking, communism 
is bad and Jews are bad, therefore 
Jews are communist-not all Jews, 
of course, because probably even 
Rankin knows one Jew well 
enough to respect him. But the 
Jews Rankin doesn't know per-
sonally are bad (i.e., communist) 
so presumably the good Jews (the 
ones Rankin does know) are 
ashamed of them. These bad Jews, 
being Jewish and communist, do 
bad things such as hugging and 
dancing with and inter-marrying 
with Negroes. No statistics are 
offered to substantiate this allega-
tion but statistics, of course, are 
unnecessary when simple logic will 
supply the answer. A Jew who is 
a communist would necessarily 
spend his time doing bad things, 
of which sex presumably is as bad 
as you can get, and he would do 
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that with Negroes who, as any 
sound Southern Fascist can tell 
you, are so over-sexed that only 
lynching will keep them under 
control. 
While all this is going on, the 
cowering white population finds 
itself being deprived of facilities 
for eating, sleeping, and amuse-
ment. But what can the poor whites 
do? The flower of their manhood 
is out dying for the flag (the statis-
tics on Jewish and Negro war 
casualties are, of course, commu-· 
nist fabrications) and only the 
women, aged, infirm, and children 
are left to defend the honor of the 
superior race. 
This is the method of the geno-
phobe. There is no point to trying 
to answer it logically or even emo-
tionally. The problem is theologi-
cal. It is, in the most radical sense, 
a problem of casting out devils. 
Dangerous Decision 
\\ '\\ JE CAN understand and, to 
'V'V some extent, sympathize with 
the attitude of the majority of the 
Supreme Court which upheld the 
right of school officials to refuse 
to employ teachers who are Com-
munists or are suspected of Com-
munist leanings. Justice Minton, 
in the majority opinion, stated this 
viewpoint quite ably when he 
wrote that "a teacher works in a 
sensitive area in a classroom. There 
he shapes the attitudes of young 
minds toward the society in which 
they live. In this, the state has a 
vital concern. It must protect the 
integrity of the schools." 
It is this last sentence, it seems 
to us, which is in conflict with the 
finding of the court's majority. 
For the effect of their opinion is 
not to protect but to undermine 
the integrity of the schools. Taken 
with Justice Minton's comment 
that every man is "judged to an 
extent by the company he keeps," 
the decision vests in school boards 
the right to decide who is safe and 
who is unsafe, who is a patriot and 
who is a traitor. Viewpoints which 
may be nothing more than un-
popular can now be labelled sub-
versive, and undependability by 
association is now given court 
sanction. 
We don't think that Commu-
nists have any business teaching 
school. But our reasons are based 
entirely upon traditional views of 
the nature and purpose of the 
teaching profession. Teaching in 
the public schools in a secular so-
ciety requires that the teacher 
hold no convictions which demand 
evangelization for a minority 
group. For that reason, we oppose 
employing either Communists or 
nuns as public school teachers, 
although we concede both Com-
munists and Roman Catholics the 
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for the furtherance of their par-
ticular points of view. 
Secondly, we do not believe that 
any person who is engaged in a 
conspiracy to change the nation's 
form of government by force and 
violence has any business teaching 
in the public schools. But the 
proper change to be brought 
against such a person is the charge 
of conspiracy, not the charge that 
he is propounding dangerous ideas 
in a classroom. Every idea is dan-
gerous. It is the function of edu-
cation to examine ideas and to 
make a free choice among them. 
When an idea is locked out of the 
classroom, it will come into society 
through some back door. 
Thus our view is that the proper 
grounds for discharging a Com-
munist public school teacher are 
1) that he is committed to a set 
of dogmas which, if they are really 
accepted by him, must cloud his 
whole viewpoint of his subject 
matter and 2) that he is engaged 
in a conspiracy to overthrow the 
government by violence. These 
charges are, admittedly, extremely 
difficult to prove evidentially in a 
court of law. But freedom cannot 
be maintained except through haz-
ard. In its essence, freedom de-
mands respect for the idea we 
hate. Education which proscribes 
the student's freedom of investiga-
tion is no longer education but 
indoctrination. The sad thing 
about Mr. Justice Minton's opin-
ion is that a judge in Hitler's Ger-
many could have written precisely 
the same thing. 
"Knights of Columbus Oath" 
T WICE in the past six months, we have received copies of a 
document purported to be the 
"secret oath of the Knights of Co-
lumbus." Evidently the thing is 
being passed around the country 
and we would ordinarily not pay 
any attention to it except that 
seemingly a number of sincere and 
honest people have been taken in 
by it. 
The document is a fabrication. 
It belongs in a class with the 
Protocols of the Elders of Zion 
and other documents deliberately 
constructed to foment hatred 
against various religious or racial 
groups. A report on the present 
document was carried in several 
newspapers last Winter and, if we 
remember rightly, the source of 
the thing was in Oklahoma. 
There is no point to going into 
the contents of the "oath." They 
are foul beyond all imagining. 
Protestants do not need or want 
the assistance of Hell in their 
struggle against the errors and 
abuses of the Roman Church. 
Using the "W"elfare Services 
of the Community 
By MARGARETIA SACKVILLE TANGERMAN 
(As charity becomes less and less a work of love and more and more the 
function of what Dr. Arthur Carl Piepkorn has called "mercenaries of mercy," 
it seems appropriate to recall that for centuries it was the Church that cared 
for the aged and the infirm and the distressed. That this is no longer true 
can hardly reflect any great credit upon the Church. At the same time, church 
people may properly urge in their own defense that the complexity of modern 
life and the specialized knowledge which seems to be needed for the adequate 
treatment of many distressed people makes it rather difficult for the individual 
Christian, or even for local congregations, to supply the kind of professional 
service which situations so often demand. 
We have therefore asked Mrs. Margaretta Sackville Tangerman, a veteran 
social worker and presently head of the department of sociology and social 
work at Valparaiso University, to set down as simply and as concretely as 
possible the principles that apply to social work within a community and to 
indicate what agencies might normally be found within a community to which 
individual Christians might turn, whether they happen to be professional 
social workers or not. This was obviously a large assignment and Mrs. 
Tangerman feels that she has only scratched the surface. Nevertheless, we feel 
that she has done a very worthwhile job in indicating where one might turn 
for help.-The Editors.) 
1fT IS within the complex life of 
ll the community that the church 
must do its work. In the commu-
nity, its members have their homes, 
rear their families, and make their 
living. If the church is to fulfill its 
mission as an institution in com-
munity life it must know the com-
munity, its needs and its resources. 
How much do you know about 
10 
your community? How does it com-
pare with the Christian ideal of 
the brotherhood of man? 
A good community must be a 
place of brotherhood, fellowship, 
and cooperation. A good commu-
nity must have a high degree of 
economic security and a wide range 
of economic opportunity; and it 
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The success of a community de-
pends upon the cooperation of all 
groups and members of a commu-
nity and upon how much you 
accept your individual obligation 
to the community. 
Do you have full and complete 
general knowledge of your com-
munity? How large is it? What 
are the leading industries? How 
do they affect the population? 
Do you know how welfare is 
administered in your community? 
Is there a children's program? Do 
the public assistance workers, the 
juvenile court, and the children's 
workers plan together for the good 
of the family? 
What about health in your com-
munity? Are there child welfare 
clinics? Can every expectant 
mother get skilled medical service? 
Does your community have the 
services of public health nurses? 
Are tuberculosis clinics available? 
What is done for those unable to 
pay for medical service? 
What about the aged in your 
community? Are nursing homes 
for the aged available? What rates 
do they charge? If the family can't 
pay, what agency can take over 
this responsibility? 
Community Resources 
T HERE are three types of commu-nity resources: (1) human re-
sources, (2) natural resources, and 
(3) institutional resources. Of 
greatest importance are the human 
resources-people. It is people that 
transform a dot on the map into 
a living, functioning community. 
What are the varying backgrounds 
- racial, religious, economic, cul-
tural, political, and social, of the 
people who compose your com-
munity? Is your community a 
homogeneous group or is it com-
posed of numerous groups without 
any cohesive and unifying pur-
pose? 
Of lesser importance, on the 
whole, are the natural resources 
of your community. The size of 
your community and its location 
with relation to natural and man 
made resources is an important 
part of the background of any 
study you make of your commu-
nity. An industrial city of the 
Middle West, an important sea-
port on the Pacific Coast, a resort 
town on the Atlantic seaboard, a 
trading city which is a gateway 
for migratory labor in the North-
west, an oil city in the Southwest, 
would each have different prob-
lems to meet and different ways 
of meeting them. 
Every community has institu-
tional resources-schools, libraries, 
welfare organizations, governmen-
tal agencies, and churches. Al-
though the institutional life of all 
communities is conditioned by the 
human and natural resources, they 
are also the expression of the com-
munity in action. It is essential, 
then, for you to know what these 
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institutional resources are. They 
most often afford the most avail-
able and effective means through 
which you can help individuals 
and, in turn, bring the community 
forces into an effective cooperative 
relationship with your church. 
The institutions of home, 
church, school, government and 
organized voluntary effort for so-
cial betterment all have important 
parts to play in your lives. 
Health and Welfare Agencies 
AMONG these institutions are the 
agencies of health and welfare 
which exist in many forms in 
American life. These are found 
within and outside government 
and operate in areas of local, state, 
and national scope. They function 
in the interests of health, family 
security, standards of living, youth 
guidance and protection, child 
welfare and other important areas 
of human struggle and need. They 
are channels through which a free 
and democratic society assures to 
all its members a life in keeping 
with the traditions of democracy 
itself. 
Effective use of community re-
sources requires a thorough knowl-
edge of those resources. What re-
sources does your community· pos-
sess? What kind of community is 
it? Without knowledge of these 
facts, there can be no effective 
utilization of the resources offered 
by the community. 
But mere knowledge of the com-
munity is only a basis for an 
understanding of the community. 
It is necessary that you compre-
hend the relationships which exist 
between various organizations 
within the community; that you 
know the motivating forces which 
have made the community what it 
is; that you recognize the changing 
structure and character of the 
community and the influences 
which create such changes. 
Both knowledge and under-
standing are largely inert and pas-
sive until they are translated into 
action by your use of the commu-
nity resources and your participa-
tion in the life of your community. 
Participation requires interpre-
tation to others. For example-if 
you find someone in need of med-
ical care you must be able to tell 
him not only where to go but 
somehow to make him understand 
why he should go; and if you find 
your community without certain 
services, for example adequate 
medical services, you should be 
able to get your church and others 
in the community to work toward 
obtaining such necessary help for 
those who need it. 
How to Get Information 
N ow, how do you go about get-ting information about your 
community resources? In most com-
munities of any size there is a 
Council of Social Agencies, a So-
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cial Service Exchange. This agency 
can give you a detailed picture 
of your community. 
Another source of help is the 
printed or mimeographed direc-
tory of health and welfare agencies 
in your community. Most direc-
tories list the various agencies 
alphabetically, giving name and 
address, and a statement regard-
ing the function. Usually they also 
list the agencies by type of func-
tion as: child welfare services, 
recreational services, mental hy-
giene services. The difficulty with 
the use of a directory by itself is 
that it describes but does not eval-
uate. You can get a general pic-
ture of the services in your com-
munity from such a directory but 
you need to know more about 
these services and how to use them. 
Nearly all large communities 
have family service associations 
and usually they are excellent 
guides not only to the variety of 
family services they are equipped 
to perform but also to the whole 
welfare pattern of the community. 
The book with which you should 
become very familiar is the Social 
Work Year book. This book gives 
you the addresses of all national 
agencies, many of which have state 
and local agencies. This book also 
gives you a summary of what is 
being done in all the areas of 
social work. For example, under 
"The Blind" you will find what 
to do for the education of the 
young blind, the rehabilitation of 
the adult blind, public assistance 
and other federal provisions, the 
care of the war-blind, and tech-
nical aids for the blind. 
Probably the four most common 
types of problems today in the 
average congregation are mental 
illness, marital difficulties, care of 
the aged, and child welfare prob-
lems. Rare is the person compe-
tent to deal with any one of them 
alone. You can help much better 
by knowing the specialists and 
services provided in your commu-
nity to handle such problems. 
Take the problem of illness. 
Illness often brings with it finan-
cial problems, or problems of vo-
cational readjustment, or it throws 
family problems into the open. 
In a sense, therefore, illness may 
precipitate many types of prob-
lems, and the kind of help which 
will be most useful will depend 
on the particular situation. 
Serious mental illnesses provide 
a special problem. Every social 
worker should read, and have on 
hand for lending, Edith M. Stern's 
Mental Illness: A Guide for the 
Family. You may have to help 
with commitment procedures, or 
interpret the situation to the fam-
ily, work with the family doctor, 
or even sometimes interpret the 
meaning of hospitalization to the 
prospective patient. 
Those illnesses known as psycho-
neuroses in which the physician 
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can find nothing wrong with the 
bodily organs, usually can be 
helped best by a psychiatrist or 
your community mental hygiene 
clinic, if you have one. 
There are many types of illness 
problems which are specialized in 
character, and which can be helped 
adequately only if expert counsel 
is available. There are cerebral 
palsy, epilepsy, tuberculosis, blind-
ness, crippling as a result of acci-
dents, and many others. You need 
to know the best available re-
sources for such types of illness. 
There is also the need to know the 
facilities for the care of older 
people who are chronically sick 
or handicapped. 
Problems dealing with the aged 
are more and more frequent. They 
call for the closest cooperation be-
tween you and your community. 
You may need to get housing for 
an aged couple, a husband or wife 
after the death of their life part-
ner, medical services, recreational 
facilities, part time employment. 
Have you any blind persons in 
your congregation? Do you know 
the services now available for 
them from private and public 
agencies? There are Talking Books 
that you could get for them, per-
haps; or a seeing eye dog, or an 
operation to restore their sight. 
What if a mother and father 
were killed in an automobile acci-
dent leaving four minor children? 
Would you know where to turn to 
get the best help for these chil-
dren? There may be no relatives 
to take them as in a case I once 
had. 
What the best and wisest par-
ents want for their own children, 
that must the community want 
for all its children: Health facili-
ties, educational and recreational 
facilities, good housing. What fa-
cilities do you have? In your 
schools? Health Services? Services 
for dependent, neglected, delin-
quent children? What if a mother 
needs to work? Does your commu-
nity have day care centers, nursery 
schools? What if you have a crip-
pled child in your church commu-
nity? Do you know where to go 
to get treatment for such a child? 
A handicapped adult? Do you 
know about the National program 
to help handicapped children, the 
Vocational Rehabilitation Pro-
gram for a handicapped person 
over 16 years of age? 
Family Service and 
Child Welfare 
T HE family service associations and the child welfare associa-
tions are the most versatile agen-
cies for help on family and child 
problems. Mental hygiene clinics, 
child guidance clinics, pediatri-
cians, public assistance agencies, 
sometimes the Red Cross-all these 
and others can help you with 
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who has lost her husband through 
death or desertion needs not only 
your spiritual support but she 
needs advice as to how she can 
live and provide for the needs of 
her three growing children. In 
case of her husband's death do 
you know whether she is eligible 
for Survivors' Insurance under the 
Social Security Program and where 
that office is located? If she is not 
covered with insurance, do you 
know what other public program 
can provide her with financial as-
sistance? The Aid to Dependent 
Children Program is found in every 
state but Nevada. How can you 
help her when you find her wor-
ried about the low grades one of 
her children is making? Do you 
have school social workers to turn 
to with this problem? What if one 
of · her fatherless sons begins to 
run around with a questionable 
gang and gets into trouble? Do 
you know to whom to turn to help 
you help this mother with such 
problems? What if her daughter 
needs her tonsils removed? To 
what agency could you turn? 
Most problems in which finan-
cial aid is involved can be helped 
by public assistance and the other 
public agencies-with help on 
special types of situations from 
family and child care agencies, 
American Red Cross, and others. 
Help on vocational problems is 
likely to be needed not only by 
young people who want to make 
decisions about education and 
jobs, but also by many older per-
sons. State Employment offices with 
branches in many local communi-
ties give such services. Some high 
schools and universities make it 
available for people of the sur-
rounding area to get vocational 
guidance and counselling. The 
Veterans Administration has spe-
cial vocational facilities of many 
kinds for veterans. For those handi-
capped physically or mentally 
there is your State Vocational Re-
habilitation Program. 
Do you know enough about 
your county and state institutions 
to help ease the pain of a mother 
finding it necessary to place her 
husband or child in such an insti-
tution by telling her what this 
institution can and will do for her 
loved one? Just last week a dea-
coness wrote me: "There is one 
young girl that could surely profit 
from some help. She is getting to 
be quite a problem at school and 
has been home for some time. She 
cannot keep friends and is very 
rebellious to any sort of help. The 
existing difficulty is not her fault, 
I'm sure. This girl's father left her 
home flat after the second or third 
child. The mother remarried. A 
little over a year ago her husband 
lost all he had when he lost his 
business. There are now five chil-
dren. The father's salary is being 
supplemented by the welfare de-
---------------------
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partment. They live in a very 
unsatisfactory cold water flat. Ir-
regular church attendance brought 
me to their door." What would 
you do to help this family? Think 
how many problems are present in 
this one family-financial, inade-
quate housing, emotional, spirit-
ual. 
Perhaps no one in a community 
has so great an opportunity to 
help improve available commu-
nity services as those working in 
the church. For in church work 
you should get to know the agen-
cies well, what they do, and where 
they are not equipped to give 
needed services. You can be a 
force in letting your community 
know the unmet needs you have 
found. As an interpreter of com-
munity needs, church workers are 
more effective than agency people 
themselves. In the community from 
which I came, it was church groups 
who had done most to get a fine 
Mental Hygiene Clinic for the 
county. It was church groups again 
that have served our Crime Com-
missions and are cleaning up gam-
bling h~uses and other vices. 
Church and Community 
Cooperation 
W HAT are some of the basic es-sentials for a good working 
team between your church and 
other agencies? (I) Awareness of 
how your church fits into the total 
community's needs. (2) Respect for 
and knowledge of what your agen-
cies are doing in the community. 
(3) Recognition of the partnership 
which exists among all groups 
working toward the betterment 
of your community. (4) Under-
standing of your responsibilities in 
your community. 
My eight year old niece has a 
new book of riddles and the other 
night as she read some of them to 
me I was greatly impressed with 
three of them: (I) What did the 
two fire-crackers say to each other? 
Answer: My noise is bigger than 
yours. And bang! bang! That was 
the end of the fire-crackers. (2) 
What did the two ghosts say to 
each other? Answer: Don't kid 
yourself. People are real. (3) What 
did the two walls say to each 
other? Answer: Let's get together. 
Each citizen of a community, ac-
cording to a Greek legend, brought 
a bottle of wine to pour into the 
community cask which was to be 
tapped on a certain feast day. One 
man filled his bottle with water 
and when no one was looking 
poured it into the cask. He rea-
soned that so little water could 
not possibly make any difference 
in all the wine. When the cask 
was tapped only water came out. 
To have a better community, a 
better county, a better state and 
nation, each must bring his bottle 
of wine, each must do his parL 
George Shaw once wrote: "The 
old notion that people can keep 
)-
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to themselves and not be touched 
by what is happening to their 
neighbors, or even to people who 
live a hundred miles off, is a most 
dangerous mistake. The saying that 
we are members one of another is 
not a mere pious formula to be 
repeated in church without any 
meaning; it is a literal truth. For 
though the rich end of town can 
avoid living with the poor, it 
cannot avoid dying with it when 
the plague comes." 
REFERENCES AND 
DIRECTORIES 
Which may be obtained to help 
you know what Community Re-
sources are available. 
A DIRECTORY OF NATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS OF SERVICE 
TO COMMUNITY LEADERS 
Published by Community Service, Inc. 
Yellow Springs, Ohio 
Price SOc 
A DIRECTORY OF PSYCHIATRIC CLINICS 
~ IN THE UNITED STATES 
Published by the National Committee of 
Mental Hygiene, Inc. 
1790 Broadway 
New York 19, New York 
p1 Price $1.00 
COMMUNITY WISE 
The Woman's Press 
600 Lexington Avenue 
New York 22, New York 
Price 75c 
A notebook prepared for social workers and 
committee and board members in social agen-
cies, educational and religious institutions to 
make it easier to keep up to date on the 
community. 
FAMILY SERVICE ASSOCIATION 
OF AMERICA 
122 East 22nd Street 
New York 10, New York 
Nearly all large communities have Family 
Service Associations and usually they are 
excellent guides not only to the variety of 
family services they are equipped to perform 
but also to the whole pattern of the commu-
nity. By writing to the New York address 
you can find out about your community re-
sources from them if you do not have a local 
association. Your local public welfare depart-
ment can also help you. 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 
ORGANIZATIONS 
Public Administration Clearing House 
1313 East 60th Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 
Price $3.50 
A directory of unofficial organizations in the 
Field of Public Administration in the United 
States and Canada. 
PUBLIC WELFARE DIRECTORY 
American Public Welfare Association 
1313 East 60th Street 
Chicago 3 7, Illinois 
Price $1.80 
A directory of all state public agencies. 
SOCIAL WORK YEAR BOOK 
Russell Sage Foundation 
130 East 22nd Street 
New York, New York 
Price $4.00 
Gives you the addresses of all National 
agencies, many of which have state and local 
agencies, if local communities are large; also 
a description of organized activities in social 
work and related fields. 
STATE COMMITTEES ON 
CHILD WELFARE 
Appointed by the governor of your state. 
These committees are made up of representa-
tives of public and private agencies concerned 
with the problems of children. Their broad 
objective is to study and improve educational, 
health and welfare services for children. 
WHAT COUNCILS OF SOCIAL 
AGENCIES DO 
Community Chests and Councils 
155 East 44th Street 
New York, New York 
Single copies $1.00 
Copies in quantities at special rates . 
WHAT SOCIAL WORKERS SHOULD KNOW 
ABOUT THEIR OWN COMMUNITIES 
Russell Sage Foundation 
130 East 22nd Street 
New York, New York 
Price 25c 
YOUR COMMUNITY by Joanna C. Colcord 
Russell Sage Foundation 
130 East 22nd Street 
New York, New York 
Price $1.50 
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YOUTH SERVING ORGANIZATIONS 
American Council on Education 
State Yearbook 
State Chamber of Commerce and Local 
Chamber of Commerce Directories 744 Jackson Place, N. W. Washington, D . C. 
Price $3.00 
National Non-Governmental Associations. 
Prepared for American Youth Commission. 
In every city or county there are available 
references and directories such as: 
Directory of State Institutions 
Directories published by the Council of 
Social Agencies in your community. 
Veterans Administration has special facilities 
of many kinds for veterans. 
To come to grips with the subject, in its economic, 
political and various other aspects, to try to understand 
it, is what ultimately matters. Whatever policy you may 
lay down, the art of conducting the foreign affairs of a 
country lies in finding out what is most advantageous to 
the country. We may talk about international goodwill 
and mean what we say. We may talk about peace and 
earnestly mean what we say. But in the ultimate analysis, 
a government functions for the good of the country it 
governs and no government dare do anything which in 
the short or long run is manifestly to the disadvantage of 
that country. 
Therefore, whether a country is imperialistic or socialist 
or communist, its Foreign Minister thinks primarily of 
the interests of that country. But there is a difference, 
of course. Some people may think of the interests of their 
country regardless of other consequences, or take a short 
distance view. Others may think that in the long-term 
policy the interest of another country is as important to 
them as that of their own country. The interest of peace 
is more important, because if war comes everyone suffers, 
so that in the long distance view, self-interest may itself 
demand a policy of co-operation with other nations, 
goodwill for other nations, as indeed it does demand. 
Independence and After: A collection of speeches, 1946-
1949, by Jawaharlal Nehru. New York. The John Day Co. 
1950. 
A Checklist of Books on 
Marriage and the Family 
Compiled by the Editorial Board of the CRESSET 
T HE best place to learn how to build a happy marriage and a 
happy family life is within the 
framework of a happy family. Un-
~ fortunately, not everybody has such 
a model to look to for direction. 
A considerable number of people 
must look for professional advice 
and guidance. 
,_, In the past few years, many 
excellent studies of marriage and 
the family have appeared. It must 
~ be a matter of real regret that very 
few of these studies have been 
written against a Christian back-
ground; and in reading them there 
r' is always the danger, therefore, 
of being affected as much by the 
undertones of the author's outlook 
; on life as by his remarks on sub-
jects which lie within his compe-
tence. The suggested list of read-
~ ings which our committee has 
come up with is, accordingly, sub-
mitted with some misgivings. In 
our opinion, they are among the 
4 best available. It may be that here 
and there we missed an excellent 
book. But these we have read, and 
we believe that they cover the 
ground pretty thoroughly. 
Books on Marriage 
BUILDING A SUCCESSFUL 
MARRIAGE. by Judson T. Lan-
dis and Mary G. Landis. Prentice-
Hall. 1948. The authors have a 
respected professional standing. 
The book illustrates current so-
ciological trends in courtship, en-
gagement, and marriage. The style 
is simple enough for the non-
professional but not so general as 
to be shallow. The book is useful 
especially for the unmarried and 
for young engaged couples. Al-
though not written from the fun-
damentally Christian point of 
view, it is valuable for its social 
and psychological insights. 
MARRIAGE FOR MODERNS. 
By Henry A. Bowman. McGraw-
Hill. 1948. Dr. Bowman, head of 
the division of home and family 
and of the department of marriage 
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education at Stephens College, has 
written numerous authoritative 
books in this area. His attitude 
toward religion is sympathetic and 
discerning but his conclusions re-
flect no particular religious bias. 
This is a general work on marriage 
which would be of interest to the 
unmarried, to engaged couples, 
and to young married people. A 
special feature is the excellent sec-
tion on human reproduction with 
Birth Atlas plates and drawings 
which should be of particular in-
terest to expectant parents. 
SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGE. 
Edited by Morris Fishbein and 
Ernest W. Burgess. Doubleday and 
Company. 1947. Experts in special-
ized fields have contributed to this 
anthology. Some of the articles are 
very broad for the amount of space 
available but for the most part 
they are well written. The book is 
somewhat cold and is largely de-
void of human and religious values 
but it does a very good job of 
looking at marriage scientifically. 
MODERN MARRIAGE. By 
Paul Popenoe. Macmillan. 1944. 
Directed particularly at men, this 
book is written in a refreshingly 
light style. There is nothing light, 
however, about its content. It is 
sound sociology. It can be recom-
mended especially for the young 
man of late high school or college 
age. 
FACTS OF LIFE AND LOVE. 
By Evelyn Millis Duvall. Associa-
tion Press. 1950. Directed chiefly 
to the teen-ager for whose prob- ~ 
lems the author shows a great deal 
of understanding, this book con-
cerns itself mostly with the de-
velopment of the adolescent. Par-
ents of teen-agers might, however, 
profit from the deepened under-
standing and perception of their ~ 
children's problems which a read-
ing of this book could give them. 
HOW LOVE GROWS IN 
MARRIAGE. By Leland Foster 
Wood. The Macmillan Company . .._ 
1950. Dr. Wood was for many 
years secretary of the Commission 
on Marriage and the Home of the 
Federal Council of Churches. His 
book is mostly a series of case -. 
studies and his approach is at least 
as much sociological as theological. 
But it does provide convincing ;. 
arguments for the importance of 
the religious element in marriage 
and it is written with a simplicity 
and directness which make it easy 1.1 
reading. 
LOVE IS NO LUXURY. By 't 
Marjory Louise Bracher. The 
Muhlenburg Press. 1951. Subtitled 
"A Guide for Christian Family ~ 
Living," this book is just that. Of 
all of the books on our list, this 
one and Dr. Pi per's (see p. 2 1) are t 
the most distinctly Christian. In 
addition, Mrs. Bracher is a down-
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to-earth, common sense writer who 
comes to terms with the practical 
problems of day-to-day living to-
gether. We can unreservedly rec-
ommend her book and we consider 
it a particularly appropriate wed-
ding gift. 
THE CHRISTIAN INTER-
PRETATION OF SEX. By Otto 
Piper. Scribner's. I941. The title 
is considerably more spectacular 
than are the contents. Dr. Piper 
is an outstanding theologian and 
his book is essentially a discussion 
of the theology of sex. This book 
we also highly recommend, es-
pecially to parents who are faced 
with telling their children not 
only the facts of sex but also the 
principles which underlie sex. 
MALE AND FEMALE : A 
STUDY OF THE SEXES IN A 
CHANGING WORLD. by Mar-
garet Mead. William Morrow and 
Company. I949· Margaret Mead 
is one of our best social anthro-
pologists. In this study of the sexes, 
she points out the ways in which 
men and women complement each 
other, in the process noting the 
distinguishing characteristics of the 
two sexes. This might be a good 
book to read after the period of 
disenchantment arrives. The un-
derstanding that it actually does 
take a man and a woman to make 
"one flesh" is as fully substantiated 
by the anthropologist as by the 
theologian. 
THE FAMILY: ITS FUNC-
TION AND DESTINY. Edited 
by Ruth Nanda Anshen. Harper 
and Brothers. I949· This Is a 
symposium by well-known scholars 
which gives brief descriptions of 
family structures the world over, 
including variations within the 
United States. The latter part of 
the book consists of some large-
scale social-psychological general-
izations upon the family, of which 
the one by Parsons on the Amer-
Ican urban middle-class family 
seems highly significant. 
Books on Child-Rearing 
PLANNED PARENTHOOD. 
By Abraham Stone and Norman 
Hines. The Viking Press. I951. 
It must be repeated that the the-
ology of planned parenthood is 
still a matter of much debate. It 
is nevertheless an obvious fact that 
limitation upon family size is being 
practised by large numbers of pro-
fessing Christians, at least in the 
Protestant denominations. The 
methods by which this is accom-
plished range all the way from 
seemingly harmless (physiological-
ly and psychologically) to quite 
dangerous. If one is going to prac-
tise birth control, one should by 
all means at least find out which 
are the harmless methods. This 
book will tell him. But again the 
question: What is the will of God 
in this matter? The authors are 
not concerned with the answer to 
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that question and we know of no 
Protestant answer to the question. 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF CHILD 
GUIDANCE. Edited by Ralph B. 
Winn. The Philosophical Library. 
1943. This is an invaluable but 
expensive reference work for par-
ents. The price is $7.50. The range 
of subjects covered is very wide 
and some of the articles are of 
excellent quality. But for the aver-
age family, a less expensive work 
will do just as well. 
THEIR FUTURE IS NOW 
(The Growth and Development of 
Christian Personality). By Ernest 
M. Ligon. Macmillan. 1940. Writ-
ten from a fundamentally Chris-
tian point of view, this book is 
especially good because it empha-
sizes the development of character. 
It sets forth definite goals for char-
acter development, emphasizes in-
dividual differences among chil-
dren, makes an effort to measure 
progress in character education, 
and presents a new method of 
character education called the 
Drama-type education. 
BETTER HOMES AND GAR-
DENS BABY BOOK. Meredith 
Publishing Company(Des Moines). 
1943. This is a completely practical 
guide to the care and feeding of 
children up to the age of six. It 
includes helpful guides as to 
clothes to buy, tentative feeding 
programs, and daily schedule. Its 
treatment of the new-born child is 
especially helpful to the woman 
anticipating her first child. 
UNDERSTANDING YOUR 
CHILD. By James L. Hymes, Jr. 
Prentice-Hall. 1952. In a very read-
able style, Mr. Hymes deals with 
understanding children from six 
months old up to sixteen. This is 
not a "How-to-do-it" book but a 
guide toward creating the proper 
attitude toward the younger gen-
eration. Working on the hypothe-
sis that if adults know generally 
what sort of behavior to expect of 
various ages both parents and chil-
dren will be the better for it, the 
author sets up his own "four-point 
program" for enjoying and disci-
plining the little ones. 
THE POCKET BOOK OF 
BABY AND CHILD CARE. By 
Benjamin Spock. Pocket Books, 
Inc. 1946. Dr. Spock writes with 
warmth and sympathy. He covers 
practical questions such as feeding 
problems, first aid, illnesses, and 
common behavior problems in a 
more than adequate way. The 
special advantage of this book is, 
of course, its trifling price. For 
twenty-five cents, no parent can 
afford to be without it. 
.. 
A Plain Fact or Two 
About Drinking 
By ERHARDT EssiG 
,. AccORDING to popular opinion, 
as reflected in a recent article 
by Elizabeth Massey Hill, one of 
the most admirable traits today is 
broadmindedness. Tolerance has 
become almost a fetish. If a man 
embezzles his employer's money or 
cheats his widowed aunt out of 
her inheritance, he must have 
been "the victim of some child-
hood insecurity which left him 
with a pathological craving for 
money." Never suggest that a ma-
ture individual should be held 
responsible for his conduct or that 
he should be expected to control 
his appetites and desires. Every 
undesirable trait or immoral act 
must be excused on the grounds 
of unfortunate environmental cir-
cumstances, improper rearing (or 
too proper rearing, which is ap-
parently even worse), or some 
mental or physical maladjustment. 
For some time now this prin-
ciple has been applied also to the 
problem of drink. In a singular 
~- display of obtuse reasoning, a 
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Hoosier columnist recently wrote: 
"Since the days of the Pilgrims 
most people have looked upon 
drunkenness as a moral problem. 
... Evidence is piling up to show 
that we have made a mistake in 
looking upon drunkenness as a 
moral violation. . . . There is a 
movement in party ranks to revise 
'thinking' so as to look upon 
chronic drunkenness as a medical 
problem." In the first place, the 
irony of arrogating to our political 
parties any legislative jurisdiction 
in the sphere of morality is too 
patent to require further com-
ment. In the second place, we 
have here the old, familiar logical 
fallacy known as the false dilem-
ma. We are told that we must 
choose the one or the other al-
ternative when, in reality, a third 
choice is possible. Drunkenness 
may very well be a medical prob-
lem, but that does not preclude 
the possibility of regarding it also 
as a moral problem. It may be 
both. 
24 The CRESSET 
That it is, in fact, a moral viola-
tion is abundantly attested by the 
Holy Scriptures, which, we might 
inform our Hoosier columnist, 
antedate the Pilgrim fathers. St. 
Paul writes to the Corinthians 
that drunkards shall definitely not 
inherit the kingdom of God. To 
the Romans he addresses the ex-
hortation: "Let us walk honestly, 
as in the day, not in rioting and 
drunkenness, not in chambering 
and wantonness, not in strife and 
envying." And to the Ephesian 
Christians he says, ". . . be not 
drunk with wine, wherein is ex-
cess; but be filled with the Spirit." 
Among practising Christians we 
are, of course, confronted with less 
of a problem of chronic drunken-
ness than in society generally, but 
the temptation to engage in an 
occasional lost weekend is ever 
with us. And this, in turn, raises 
allied problems. The Bible, of 
course, does not forbid the mod-
erate use of alcoholic beverages. 
In the Psalms, wine is mentioned 
as a gift of God. But this is a far 
cry from saying, like Lord Byron: 
Let us have Wine and Women, Mirth 
and Laughter, 
Sermons and soda-water the day after. 
Man, being reasonable, must get 
drunk; 
The best of life is but intoxication. 
It is certainly not wrong for 
a group of Christians to celebrate 
a special occasion by having din-
ner at the local pub with an appe-
tizer beforehand-provided, of 
course, that all members of the 
party are of the legal age. But 
the hazards of drinking are so 
serious that the utmost caution 
must be exercised in the use of 
intoxicants. Not without reason 
does Solomon warn: "Wine is a 
mocker, strong drink is raging: 
and whosoever is deceived thereby 
is not wise." 
To list all the physical, mental, 
and spiritual consequences of in-
temperance would be impossible 
in the short space allotted to us. 
But two of these effects are para-
mount. There . is, first of all, its 
effect on man's nobility. In describ-
ing man's status, the Bible presents 
a curious paradox: On the one 
hand, it describes man as sinful 
and depraved, worthless and un-
deserving. Like the Laodiceans, 
we are all by nature "wretched 
and miserable and poor and blind 
and naked." All our righteous-
nesses are as filthy rags. On the 
other hand, the psalmist Asaph 
says, "Ye are gods; and all of you 
are children of the most High." 
St. Paul says that we believers are 
the temple of the living God and 
that our bodies are the members 
of Christ. Being a dwelling place 
of God puts a tremendous respon-
sibility upon us. It imposes on us 
the sacred obligation of being fit 
habitations of the Holy Spirit. We 
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overindulge. Drunkenness takes 
away the man and leaves only the 
brute; it dethrones reason and 
stupefies conscience. The drunk· 
ard, said Seneca, is a voluntary 
• madman. 
Equally significant is the effect 
of alcohol on the sex impulse. 
Alcohol has an insidious way of 
lowering a person's inhibitions 
and disarming the faculty of self-
... criticism. It kindles unholy fires 
and arouses primeval passions. 
Every seducer of innocence knows 
that the whisky bottle is his best 
ally. When the sage of the Old 
~ Testament discusses the connec-
,. tion between liquor and lust, he 
says to the toper: "Thine eyes 
shall behold strange women and 
thine heart shall utter perverse 
things." That is the ancient state-
ment of a modern pathological 
truth. Dr. Walter R . Miles, pro-
..._ fessor of experimental psychology 
at Yale, says, "The increase in the 
+' tendency to sex offenses which al-
cohol induces has been noted from 
time immemorial, and profane 
love has naturally been a promi-
nent theme in the songs of Bac-
.t chus." He shows the close asso-
_. dation between commercial vice 
and the bar, and he says that this 
"gives practical recognition of the 
psychological connection between 
inebriation and sex expression." 
John W. Churchman writes in 
Preventive Medicine and Public 
Health: "Alcohol paralyzes the in-
hibitions, renders the physical 
urges more obvious . . . breaks 
down reasonableness and pru-
dence, blurs fineness of perception 
and taste, without necessarily cre-
ating the state socially recognized 
as intoxication. Alcohol is the best 
salesman and procurer known and 
is a constant and essential stock 
in trade for the promotion of pros-
titution." It is, of course, common 
knowledge that in many instances 
it is the surreptitious flask and 
the treacherous background of the 
highway tavern that pave the way 
to the sacrifice of purity. 
The implication is clear: "Take 
heed to yourselves, lest at any time 
your hearts be overcharged with 
surfeiting and drunkenness, and 
cares of this life, and so that day 
come upon you unawares." "Deny-
ing ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly, in this present world, 
looking for the blessed hope, and 
the glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Savior Jesus Christ, 
who gave Himself for us, that He 
might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto Himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works." 
Call to Worship 
By WALTER RIESS 
(A few weeks ago, Walter Riess, one of our frequent contributors, received 
a call to become pastor of a small church in Michigan. His response to the 
call, the humility that it evoked, and at last the assurance with which he 
accepted it are reflected in the following article. 
It is part of the duty of a critical magazine to report the news as it sees 
it, the shades as well as the light, the ugly along with the beautiful. To make 
the report complete, it is necessary to point out, now and then, that even 
the holy ministry has not been spared the corruption which afflicts every 
institution which requires the activities of men. But it is equally necessary to 
point out that there is still a holiness and reverence in the ministry, and that 
the power of the Holy Spirit, working in and through sinful men, is still at 
work in our day. We think that most pastors, painfully aware of their 
weaknesses and failings, will yet find in what Pastor Riess has to say an echo 
of what they felt and thought that day when a Voice singled them out for the 
solemn responsibilities and high privilege of a pastorate-The editors). 
.. 
T HE call came this morning. It arrived in a square white 
envelope, and I could have mis-
taken it for a dozen other mean-
ingless papers that have slipped 
carelessly through my front door. 
block, new and untried. Sixty ,.. 
people who love God, and who 
want a pastor, and who have a ~ 
parsonage waiting for him-a 
pleasant, warm home with a fire-
place and bookshelves. The church 
The letter contained a lot of 
words. They were in Gothic type, 
and they were perfectly printed 
on heavy foolscap, and they were 
undersigned by many known 
churchmen. 
But what all the words and all 
the names really wanted to tell 
me was this: a church needs you. 
A suburban chapel of cement 
has an altar, and the home has 
a heart. ' 
And these folks wanted, asked ~ 
for, called, you. 
My hand shakes when I read 
the crisp message. I shouldn't be 
nervous, being, after all, only a 
young man fresh out of training. ~ 
I should rather be courageous, 





May 1952 27 
But quite suddenly I realize 
that I'm not what I should like to 
be. Who am I that I should go 
to these Christians and preach to 
them? What have I done to de-
serve this? 
Nothing. Nothing at all. 
My trembling fingers betray me 
for what I am, no matter how 
many black robes hang m my 
closet, no matter how many gold 
crosses deck my bureau drawer. 
Mark it down, black on white. 
Call me failure before I start. 
Or call me sinner. Sinner with 
an invitation to be saint. 
For a sense of humor which 
could laugh it off! How desirable, 
now, to own that kind of human 
energy which could say: "I'll show 
them how to build their church!" 
Where is that vaunted seminary 
spirit, that classroom cold and 
factual analysis of a minister's 
duties? 
My hand still is weak. I have 
nothing to be proud about. The 
call has made me desperately 
ashamed of all my coldness, my 
icy political thinking about the 
church on earth and my deadly 
reasonable examinations of the 
inspired Scriptures. 
I have been scholar, writer, 
thinker, preacher. But I have not 
yet learned how to be-pastor. 
And no one can tell me how. 
One after another their faces 
register a humble dumbness at my 
repeated question: "How do you 
shepherd a church?" 
Some smile it off. Some say noth-
ing. All of them think the same 
humiliating thought. 
Somewhere, here, their silence 
tells me, God must enter the pic-
ture. 
And He comes to me. 
He comes to me with a breath 
that calms me and tells me only 
to believe, not to understand. He 
speaks no words, but in the night, 
now, He is close and still and very 
real, and I am strengthened. 
The heart of God is immensely 
kind to surround me at such an 
hour as this. 
When I stagger at the thought 
of future days and deeds, when 
with weakness the mind in me 
gives itself over to forgetting, then 
God is strongest. 
Then, too, looms majestically 
the cross and the Crucified, prom-
ising dreams and miracles I have 
not imagined. Then the blood of 
His beloved veins flows for me 
again. And I am righteous. 
Then I can read my call again. 
And this time my hand is still and 
sure, and the peace of God dwells 




D EAR EDITOR: Well, we've finally got all 
the money and pledges we need 
for the gymnasium-prayer chapel, 
so we can get going on the build-
ing if the committee can make up 
its mind on what it wants. There 
isn't much argument on the gym-
nasium part, because everybody 
knows what a gymnasium is sup-
posed to look like, but there is a 
lot of argument about the prayer 
chapel. 
As usual, Zeitgeist has his ideas. 
He wants an altar that looks like 
a square box with a curtain hang-
ing behind it like it was covering 
up a crack in the plaster. He got 
the idea from some church he saw 
in Chicago where the preacher 
wears a white business over his 
robe and a sort of colored band 
around his neck. You have to watch 
Zeitgeist. Take your eye off him 
for a minute and he's got his collar 
turned around and candles burn-
ing all over the place. 
Since it's our money, I think 
we ought to have something to 
say about how the chapel is going 
to look and what I want it to look 
like is a church. I've spent a lot 
of time looking around and I've 
got a pretty good picture in my 
mind of how the chapel ought 
to look. See if you don't agree 
with me. 
I'd put a big stained glass win-
dow on the two side walls. (You 
can get good imitation leaded win-
dows very cheap and they look 
like the real thing. I like the one 
with the Good Shepherd and the 
one of Christ standing at the door 
knocking.) Then, in front, I'd like 
to see a real altar with a lot of 
nice, fancy carving on it and some 
statues to go on top. 
Here is where the argument 
comes. The congregation is split 
right down the middle on this 
business of statues. Most of us 
older folks just can't imagine an 
altar without statues. We've had 
them all our lives and our fathers 
and grandfathers had them before 
us. In the church itself we have a 
beautiful statue of Christ with 
another statue on each side. The 
statue on the right side is of John 
the Baptist holding his head up 
by the hair. It's sort of grizzly but 
it's been here all these years and 
the church just wouldn't look the 
same without it. 
I'd be willing to give in on the 
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going to cost us anything, but 
there is a congregation that has 
some they are willing to give us if 
we will pay the transportation. 
One is the statue of some apostle 
with a gold-plated halo around 
his head and the other two are 
angels, kneeling and holding big 
oak light standards with about a 
dozen bulbs on each standard. 
The paint is a little bit chipped 
and the statues are pretty dirty 
and one of the angels needs a new 
nose, but we could get the whole 
works fixed up like new for less 
than fifty dollars and that's less 
than what that red velvet curtain 
that Zeitgeist wants would cost. 
This is one time I'm not going 
to give in. I let Zeitgeist have his 
way three years ago when he 
wanted to take the organ pipes 
out of the chancel and put them 
back in the balcony and it's his 
turn to give in now. Of course, 
you always have a certain number 
of people who talk big until it 
comes time to vote and then they 
do just what the pastor says. Our 
congregational chairman is one of 
them. 
What I've noticed in a lot of 
congregations is that the average 
guy thinks that there is something 
real mysterious about running a 
church. The preacher starts quot-
ing Bible passages and the Cate-
chism and pretty soon nobody 
remembers that deep down under-
neath it all a congregation is just 
like a business or a club. It's got 
a job to do and it needs money 
to do it and it needs a general 
manager (the preacher) to keep 
things going. I like to think of the 
voters' meetings as something like 
a board of directors meeting. I like 
to see the congregation's general 
manager put on the pan, just like 
the general manager of a business. 
It keeps him on his toes and keeps 
him from going to seed. If you 
let him have his own way on 
everything, pretty soon he's the 
boss and the congregation is work-
ing for him instead of the other 
way around like it should be. I 
respect the preacher, just like I 
respect the bank president and 
the high school principal. But as 
long as my dues are paid up and 
I attend church every Sunday I 
figure my vote ought to be as good 
as the next man's, even if that 




P. S.-Say, what is this about 
some people not liking my stuff? 
I know and you know that I'm 
not the world's best writer but I 
thought that practically everybody 
thought the same way I do. If 
I'm wrong, just tell me where they 
disagree with me and I'll leave 
that sort of stuff out. After all, I 
don't want to make any enemies. 
G. G. 
AND MUSIC MAKERS 
Two Memorable Concerts 
BY WALTER A. HANSEN 
t\ I had intended to devote this 
• . column to a continuation of 
my reminiscences of some of the 
great pianists of yesterday, but 
two concerts I attended in recent 
weeks have induced me to post-
pone those recollections until June. 
First I shall discuss an organ 
recital given by a friend and as-
sociate of the great Albert Schwei-
tzer. I do so because the artistry 
of Edouard Nies-Berger, official 
organist of the New York Phil-
harmonic-Symphony Orchestra, ex-
emplifies the deep-going sincerity 
and honesty that characterize 
Schweitzer's wide-ranging erudi-
tion and sterling musicianship. 
It was an uplifting experience 
to listen to Mr. Nies-Berger's read-
ings of music by Johann Sebastian 
Bach. 
Altogether too many organists 
present caricatures of Bach's works. 
Under their hands and feet the 
wonderfully woven tapestries of 
this great master's polyphony be-
come a meaningless confusion of 
sound. 
Nies-Berger's readings were clear 
in every detail. No muddiness 
obscured the point and the pur-
pose of Bach's masterful writing. 
Some organists use fancy regis-
tration and heaps upon heaps of 
undisciplined sound to cover a 
multitude of deadly sins. Nies-
Berger's sincerity and honesty pre-
vent him from stooping to such 
antics. He played Bach in the true 
Bachian style. His deep-reaching 
scholarship stood him in good 
stead as he presented the majestic 
Prelude and Fugue in E Flat Ma-
jor, a work which the learned 
Philipp Spitta calls a stupendous 
creation. 
Nies-Berger's performance was 
based on profound understanding. 
The prelude contains stirring dra-
ma. But those organists who, in 
an effort to be strikingly expres-
sive, are in the habit of overlaying 
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bast and cheap melodrama rob 
it of every trace of its meaning. 
Schweitzer believes that the 
three-part fugue symbolizes the 
Holy Trinity. At all events, this 
fugue exemplifies the consummate 
skill which Bach had at his com-
mand during his Leipzig period. 
When presented with the clarity 
of line, the pointedness of accen-
tuation, the sharp symmetry of 
phrasing, and the ideal control 
of dynamics which Nies-Berger put 
into his reading, it stirs one to the 
quick. But when these qualities 
are absent, one sees a horrible 
caricature-and the mighty Bach 
turns in his grave. 
After Nies-Berger had played 
the Prelude and Fugue in E Flat 
Major, the choir and the congre-
gation sang Our God, Our Help 
in Ages Past. I do not know 
whether Bach ever heard the stir-
ring and buoyant melody of this 
fine hymn. William Croft, an Eng-
lish composer, wrote it forty-two 
years before the German master's 
death. It is called St. Anne, and its 
first phrase bears a close resem-
blance to the subject of the fugue 
-often called the St. Anne Fugue 
-of Bach's Prelude and Fugue in 
E Flat Major. 
Nies-Berger played three of 
Bach's chorale preludes: Liebster 
]esu, wir sind hier; Nun komm', 
der Heiden Heiland; 0 Lamm 
Gottes, unschuldig. After each pre-
lude the choir and the congrega-
tion sang the chorales for which 
Bach devised the marvelous tone 
poems as introductory music. This, 
by the way, is a feature which 
could, and should, be used more 
extensively in organ recitals-pro-
vided that choirs and congrega-
tions do not divest the chorales 
of their intrinsic dignity by resort-
ing to tempi completely in keep-
ing with the modern mania for 
speed and altogether alien to the 
character of the Lutheran chorale. 
At the recital about which I am 
writing Nies-Berger saw to it that 
the tempi were proper. 
The able organist gave sharply 
etched readings of the chorale 
preludes- readings that bespoke 
extraordinary skill and sensitive 
musicianship. Then he turned to 
the variations which Franz Liszt 
constructed on the basis of the 
chromatic ground bass used by 
Bach in the cantata Weinen, Kla-
gen, Sorgen, Zagen. The master 
wrote this cantata for Jubilate 
Sunday, April 30, 1724. Later on 
he took from it the ground bass 
and, with a little changing, used 
it in the Crucifixus of his Mass 
in B Minor. 
Liszt's composition is intensely 
rhetorical. It harks back to Bach 
in more than one respect, but 
Liszt often overlays the basso con-
tinuo with chunks of the typically 
Lisztian rhetoric. Naturally, an 
organist of Nies-Berger's ability-
and he has few peers among his 
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colleagues-knows how to play this 
music in the proper style. Since 
Liszt ends the work with the 
chorale Was Gott tut, das ist wahl 
getan, a choir sang the hymn after 
the recitalist had played the com-
position. 
Liszt's variations served as a 
bridge, so to speak, across which 
Nies-Berger led the audience into 
a domain of music containing 
traces of Richard Wagner, re-
minders of Cesar Franck, and bits 
of the modernism of today. I am 
referring to a work titled Agnus 
Dei, Fans Benignitatis et Laetitiae, 
from the pen of the Belgian-French 
organist and Bach specialist Paul 
de Maleingrau. Then Nies-Berger 
played his own Resurrection, a 
composition exemplifying admir-
able scholarship and deep-probing 
musicianship. He concluded the 
recital with an American work: 
Leo Sowerby's none-too-important 
Pageant of Autumn. 
Ormandy and the Philadelphians 
1\ A few days later I attended 
,;- a memorable concert by the 
Philadelphia Symphony Orchestra, 
with Eugene Ormandy at the helm. 
More than twenty years have 
elapsed since I wrote for the first 
time about Ormandy's extraordi-
nary skill as a conductor. On that 
occasion I took my cue from a 
statement made by the astute 
Quintilian, one of the great schol-
ars of ancient Rome. Quintilian 
once said of Xenophon, the Greek 
historian, "On his lips sat the 
goddess of persuasion." I applied 
this assertion to the exemplary, 
wide-ranging, and completely per-
suasive ability of Ormandy. 
As I listened to the readings 
presented by the great Philadel-
phia Symphony Orchestra under 
its renowned conductor, I con-
cluded again, and with renewed 
and redoubled emphasis, that Or-
mandy is endowed to a far-reach-
ing degree with the power of per-
suasiveness. Here, I realized anew, 
is a man who has all the qualities 
that go into the making of a great 
conductor. 
Ormandy has scholarship. The 
broad cultural background which 
he began to acquire years ago 
when he was a student in Buda-
pest stands him in good stead as 
a musician. Twenty years ago Or-
mandy and I had a long chat in 
the waiting-room of a railroad 
station. Suddenly, like lightning 
out of the blue, he began to quote 
-in the original Latin-from one 
of the satires written by that 
worldly-wise Roman poet whose 
name was Horace. As luck would 
have it, I was able to go on with 
the quotation; for I happened to 
know most of that poem from 
memory. At our last meeting Or-
mandy and I recited our Horace 
again. 
Ormandy has not stood still. 
He has enlarged and deepened 
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his learning. First of all, of course, 
he is a musician. But the pene-
trating and extensive range of his 
cultural equipment makes him a 
far better musician than he would 
be if the field of his acquaintance 
were limited to the tonal art. I 
have deep respect for him as a 
conductor; for I know that when-
ever I listen to his readings, I 
invariably add to my own little 
store of knowledge. 
The concert I am discussing 
began with Ormandy's effective 
transcription for full orchestra of 
Johann Christian Bach's Sinfonia 
in D Major, for Double Orchestra, 
Op. z8, No. 3· Johann Christian 
was the sixth and youngest son 
of the mighty Johann Sebastian. 
Spitta says that he "seems to have 
been the Benjamin of the family 
and to have enjoyed his father's 
particular affection." Johann Se-
bastian was so fond of the gifted 
son whom Anna Magdalena bore 
him in 17 35 that he gave the lad 
three claviers with pedals. Some 
of the Bach children resented this, 
and, especially after the Cantor's 
death, they showed that they were 
not at all pleased with what Spitta 
calls "so conspicuous a piece of 
partiality." 
Johann Christian was the last 
of the famous composers named 
Bach. In 1754 he went to Italy 
to serve as organist at the Milan 
Cathedral. Naturally, he had to 
become a Roman Catholic in order 
to get this position. Was he sincere 
in his conversion? Who knows? 
Maybe he was merely acting in 
accordance with his own statement 
that he devoted himself to music 
for the purpose of making a living. 
His brother Carl Philipp Emanuel, 
who had a position in Berlin, had 
attended to his upbringing and 
education after Johann Sebastian's 
death. Had Carl Philipp Emanuel 
been lax? We do not know. At all 
events, Johann Christian embraced 
the Roman Catholic faith and 
went to Milan. Later on, however, 
he moved to England to become 
Music Master to the Queen. Here 
he was a popular man. He charged 
a goodly amount for the lessons 
he gave, and he conducted one of 
the best orchestras in all Europe. 
In fact, his prestige in England 
was not unlike that which Georg 
Frideric Handel had enjoyed a 
number of years before this. 
Johann Christian was by no 
means a Johann Sebastian. But a 
composer can be far below the 
great Johann Sebastian and still 
have outstanding ability. Johann 
Christian did have outstanding 
ability, and Ormandy made that 
fact evident as he presented the 
admirable transcription of the Sin-
fonia. As always, I was stirred by 
the incisiveness of rhythm which 
is one of the hall marks of Orman-
dy's conducting. His readings in-
variably pulsate with life. Besides, 
they are lucid in every detail. Or-
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mandy is a master of the art of 
making a printed score take on the 
flesh and blood of real life. Some 
conductors, you know, give read-
ings that remind one of fossils. 
Ormandy is decidedly not of their 
kith and kin. 
A listener intent only upon 
sheer beauty of tone is in the 
seventh heaven when he gives ear 
to the playing of Philadelphia's 
great orchestra. But there was in-
finitely more than tonal sumptu-
ousness in Ormandy's exposition 
of Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky's Sym-
phony No. 6. Here one saw the 
Russian composer as he lived, 
moved, and had his being when, 
shortly before his death, he wrote 
this unique, stark, and vivid out-
pouring of anguish and savagery. 
The reading was masterful. Tchai-
kovsky came alive as Ormandy, 
with his all-embracing skill and 
his keenness of intellect, set forth 
the color, the melodiousness, and 
the spine-tingling power contained 
in the score. 
Ormandy conducted Claude De-
hussy's fine orchestral version of 
the Gymnopedies No. I , one of 
the best compositions from the 
pen of the eccentric Erik Satie. 
Both the playing and the directing 
had the proper grace. Among the 
ancient Spartans the gymnopaidiai 
was an annual summer festival 
celebrated with dancing, gymnas-
tics, and singing in honor of fallen 
heroes. 
Debussy's Danse, as orchestrated 
by Maurice Ravel, worked its 
subtle magic with special effective-
ness under the eloquent hands of 
Ormandy, and a blazing perform-
ance of Jean Sibelius' Finlandia 
brought the unforgettable concert 
to an end. 
I cannot see eye to eye with 
those who constantly find traces 
of Tchaikovsky in the music of 
Sibelius. But one need not hesi-
tate to say that much of Finlandia, 
a striking combination of bom-
bast and melodic beauty, came 
into the Finn's mind out of the 









JoHANNES BRAHMS. Double Concerto 
in A Minor, for Violin, 'Cello, and 
Orchestra, op. I02. Nathan Mil-
stein, violinist, and Gregor Piati-
gorsky, 'cellist, with the Robin 
Hood Dell Orchestra of Philadel-
phia under Fritz Reiner.-A mov-
ing performance of a great master-
piece which requires artistry of the 
highest order. RCA Victor WDM-
1609. 
Ezro PINZA IN OPERA, BROADWAY, AND 
HoLLYWOOD. Mephisto's Serenade, 
from Charles Gounod's Faust; All 
the Things You Are, from Jerome 
Kern's Very Warm for May; So 
in Love, from Cole Porter's Kiss 
Me, Kate; One Song, from the Walt 
Disney film Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs; All, Then, Is Ready 
and Open Your Eyes, from the 
fourth act of Mozart's The Marriage 
of Figaro; The Calf 'of Gold, from 
Gounod's Faust; Dancing in the 
Dark, from The Band Wagon; 
Jerome Kern's The Way You Look 
Tonight, from the film Swing Time . 
Ezio Pinza, basso, with orchestras 
under Erich Leinsdorf, Norman 
Leyden, and Johnny Green.-Take 
your pick. To me Pinza is far better 
in opera than he ever was in Holly-
wood or on Broadway. RCA Victor 
WDM-1655. 
PETER JLYICH TCHAIKOVSKY. Letter 
Scene, from Eugen Ont!gin. HEITOR 
VILLA-Lonos. Bachianas Brasileiras, 
43 
for Soprano and Eight 'Cellos. Licia 
Albanese, soprano, with Leopold 
Stokowski and his symphony orches-
tra.-The other day Robert Shaw 
and I were discussing Stokowski. 
We agreed that the famous maestro 
has a fabulous mastery of color and 
sumptuousness of tone. Licia Al-
banese, of course, is a great artist. 
RCA Victor WDM-1610. 
TwELVE ARIAS FROM ITALIAN OPERAS. 
Selections from Verdi's Aida, Ver-
di's La forza del destino, Verdi's 
Il Trovatore, Puccini's Tasca, Puc-
cini's Turandot, Leoncavallo's I 
Pagliacci, Ponchielli's La Giocon-
da, Bizet's Carmen, Puccini's Manon 
Lescaut, and Giordano's Andrea 
Chenier. Kurt Baum, tenor, with 
the Austrian Symphony Orchestra 
under Wilhelm Loibner.-Baum 
sings with moving expressiveness. 
His voice is unusually rich in tex-
ture, his diction is sharp, and he 
has a magical command of the 
many subtleties of color. Reming-
ton 199-63. 
PETER lLYICH TcHAIKOVSKY. Sym-
phony No. 4, in F Minor. The 
Austrian Symphony Orchestra un-
der H. Arthur Brown.-This is not 
an ideal reading. Brown, who is 
music director of the Tulsa Phil-
harmonic Orchestra, gives a rou-
tine performance of Tchaikovsky's 
symphony. Remington 199-64. 
READ NOT TO CONTRADicr AND CONFUTE-NOR BELIEVE 
AND TAKE FOR GRANTED-BUT TO WEIGH AND CONSIDER 
BIOGRAPHY 
EISENHOWER: THE MAN 
AND THE SYMBOL 
By John Gunther. Harper and 
Brothers, Publishers. New York. 
180 pages. $2.50. 
T HOUGH "Eisenhower is probably the most popular American who 
has ever lived and worked in Eu-
rope, with Americans and Europeans 
both," he is not a genius and, it 
seems to the reviewer from a reading 
of the straight inside, quite proud of 
his distaste for theory and too con-
tent with his inclination for practical-
mindedness and the cold, hard facts. 
But worse, whenever the General 
converses about non-military matters, 
he is naive and over-eager to give 
his superficial opinions which with 
customary Eisenhower grace he must 
usually modify at a later date. This 
hurt him at Columbia as much as his 
administrative distance and lack of 
concentration on academic duties for 
which incidentally he was not paid. 
It would be very wrong according to 
Gunther to call him an intellectual 
since his main claim would rest in an 
energetic mental drive (whatever that 
Unsigned reviews are by the Editors 
is) and in a pile of gaudy Westerns. 
Nevertheless, he wields a more elo-
quent pen than some intellectuals. 
Since the New Hampshire primary, 
prospective purchasers of Eisenhower 
books are interested probably in 
knowing the inside of Ike in terms 
of the presidency which he does not 
pursue openly but covets, one sup-
poses, in secret. Gunther maintains 
that several points can be made 
against the General. He has never 
had any political experience; in fact, 
"he has never voted so far as anybody 
knows." Gunther shows us no more 
than the average man already knows 
about Ike's stand on controversial 
issues. On foreign policy, he would 
no doubt follow the Truman adminis-
tration. On domestic issues, it is sus-
pected that he would be moderately 
conservative to say the very least. 
44 
In Gunther's estimation, there are 
however many points in Ike's favor: 
"He is not a politician, and the coun-
try is mortally sick of politicians .... 
People want a change . . . he is a 
genius at personal relationships ... . 
He is an absolutely honest man .. . 
he would choose a first-class Cabinet 
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national unity. Above all consider 
his record as an organizer, a doer. 
. .. He is certainly not an appeaser, 
but he stands for peace." It would 
appear that this book is a vote for 
Eisenhower. 
All this is significant material for 
the next few weeks but contrary to 
the advertising blurb this is not "an 
incisive portrait." 
WHAT EISENHOWER THINKS 
Edited and interpreted by Allan 
Taylor. New York. Thomas Y. 
Crowell Company. 1952. 186 pages. 
$2.75· 
CIINCE General Dwight D. Eisen-
..:) hower announced, some months 
back, that he would accept the R e-
publican Presidential nomination, we 
have been awaiting some dir~ct policy 
statements, showing us where he 
stands. Allan Taylor, a New York 
newspaperman, has delved into the 
mass of "Ike's" public statements of 
the past decade to find just what the 
General has expressed on N ational 
and International problems. At least, 
we are · thankful for this background. 
On reading Mr. Taylor's comments 
and the many quotations from Eisen-
hower's speeches, we find that we are 
still rather hazy on just how he would 
try to handle the country if elected. 
Eisenhower tells us that he is against 
"Statism" (but how much "Statism" 
have we today, and where would the 
General take us from here?) ; that 
he finds Truman's foreign policy in-
evitable and correct under the exist-
ing circumstances and that "no in-
telligent person is an isolationist" 
(once again, where now, General 
Ike?) ; that our watchword in the 
fields of Economics and Labor-Man-
agement has been and should be "co-
operation" (cooperation sounds good 
to us); and that he is all for universal 
military training and education. Mr. 
Taylor tells us that General Eisen-
hower is a "middle-of-the-roader" (we 
wonder just where in the road Mr. 
Taylor is standing) , and speaks of 
Eisenhower's "Code of Americanism," 
and our "heritage of personal initia-
tive and liberty." 
The general tone of Dwight D. 
Eisenhower's public utterances, which, 
incidentally show an excellent com-
mand of the English language, leaves 
us with the impression that he does 
have some good ideas for the country. 
If this is so, we wish he would come 
out with them publicly and precisely 
ROBERT E. HORN 
THE INDIGO BUNTING: 
A Memoir of Edna St. Vincent Millay 
By Vincent Sheean. New York. Har-
per 8c Brothers. 1951. 
V INCENT SHEEAN, widely traveled journalist and author best known 
for his autobiographical Personal His-
tory, is himself something of a mystic. 
In this little memoir of Edna St. 
Vincent Millay he treats a particular 
aspect of the poet's life and work, 
her great attachment to birds. 
The work is by no means a full 
biography of the gifted lady poet who 
created such a furore in the 192o's 
by her poetic celebration of love, 
unfaithfulness, and the right of wom-
en to equal freedom with men in 
matters of morals. Rather it is an 
attempt to find the key to the essen-
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j tial quality of Miss Millay's life and work. The thesis of the book is that birds and the poet were mysteriously 
attracted one to the other, that Miss 
Millay possessed a mystical, Cole-
ridgean gift, the ability to commu-
nicate with birds, to understand their 
"language" and to be understood by 
them. 
It is this "idiosyncratic pantheism," 
in the words of the author, which is 
the sought-after key. Most readers, 
obviously, will be highly skeptical of 
so tenuous a theory and will be in-
clined to say that Mr. Sheean allows 
his self-imposed office of poet's priest 
to lead him "off the deep end." 
Chapter 4, "The Bird," is particularly 
unconvincing, in the opinion of this 
reviewer. 
This little volume is, however, not 
without merits. Mr. Sheean's style, 
half casual and journalistic and half 
mystical and poetical, is charming and 
entrancing. Sheean does not claim to 
be a literary critic, but he does a 
service to readers and critics by point-
ing out, particularly in Chapter 3· the 
importance of and the extent of the 
bird imagery in the poetry of Edna 
St. Vincent Millay. Here his inter-
pretation is sensitive and his argu-
ment cogent. 
CURRENT AFFAIRS 
AMERICAN FOREST POLICY 
By Luther Halsey Gulick. New 
York. Duell, Sloan and Pearce. 
1951. 239 pages. $3-50. 
F ORESTS were the first of the natural resources of the United States in 
which apparently imminent deple-
tion caused public alarm and brought 
about national action. American For-
est Policy is a critical study of the 
results of such national action and 
its effects on present and potentially 
available supplies of timber. 
The author is well qualified to 
examine public policy, being presi-
dent of the Institute of Public Ad-
ministration in New York and having 
a long record in government research 
and administration. 
He concludes that, whereas there 
is no justification for complacency 
with respect to existing timber sup-
plies, pessimistic statements with re-
spect to impending depletion are 
equally without foundation. Admit-
tedly, there are no longer any exten-
sive tracts of the high quality timber 
that has been used in the past but 
there are scattered reserves of varying 
quality, a not inconsiderable portion 
of which are included in farm wood 
lots. These reserves, the author be-
lieves, are sufficiently large to supply 
current and the foreseeable future 
demands for lumber in the United 
States if they are properly managed. 
The author proposes that lumber 
prices will be favorable to the de-
velopment of sustained yield forestry 
and desirable management practices 
in the future. Facts are clearly pre-
sented and conclusions simply stated 
in spite of the fact that all of the 
major elements of the forestry prob- '. 
!em are examined, among them the 
need for continuing the present 
policy of consolidating national forest 
areas, for extending protection to 
unprotected forests, for tax reform, 
and for better management of small 
timber lots. t-
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This volume should contribute not 
only to an understanding of present 
forest policy but to a recognition of 
desirable and necessary changes for 
the future. 
E. J. BuLs 
HOW TO GET RICH IN 
WASHINGTON 
By Blair Bolles. New York. W. W. 
Norton. 1952. 309 pages. $3-75· 
A BETIER title for this would have been "How They Got Rich in 
Washington" for despite the flashy 
title this is actually a series of case 
studies of guys who have done all 
right for themselves by knowing the 
right people in the various govern-
ment agencies. 
Some of the stories are almost un-
believable. But the luridness of the 
stories is only counterpoint to the 
serious theme of the book, which 
is that the swift-moving events of 
the past decade have created a new 
economic and political situation in 
the United States. Washington has 
taken the place of Wall Street as the 
"quick money" place, and friendship 
with a civil servant in the right bu-
reau in 1952 can be as profitable as 
friendship with a Morgan partner 
was a generation ago. 
So you run into some of the most 
surprising people (who, by the way, 
are named by name)-all rooting at 
the federal feed trough and all glad 
to give each other a break if they 
can because, after all, there is plenty 
to go around and, thanks to the 
unlimited taxing powers of the gov-
ernment, there always will be enough 
to go around. Friendship is the word 
and nobody has to be left out in the 
cold except the taxpayer. 
This reviewer read this book just 
a few days before the Ides of March. 
It took considerable will-power to 
refrain from tearing our income-tax 
blank to shreds and mailing the pieces 
to Washington. It made us still mad-
der to know that we probably could 
have gotten away with doing just 
that if only we had the right connec-
tions. 
Read this book. 
FICTION 
UNDER WESTERN EYES 
By Joseph Conrad. New Yorl 
James Laughlin. 1951. 
CAREFUL students of the Russiar: mind and spirit have of lau 
been turning more and more to tht 
great Russian novelists for an illu· 
mination and understanding of fun-
damental Russian motivation. The 
reissue, as one of the New Classics 
Series, of Joseph Conrad's perceptive 
novel of Russian conspiracy and count-
eraction, first published in 1911, is 
indeed timely. Conrad was, of course, 
a Pole, not a Russian; but his grasp 
of the spirit of revolutionary unrest 
existing in Russia during the first 
decade of this century enables him 
to write in a way which may almost 
be called prophetic. 
The setting for this novel is at first 
the university center of St. Peters-
burg, then later the conspiratory 
circle of the Russian colony in Ge· 
neva. The story centers around a 
young Russian student, Razumov, 
who though a liberal is not a revolu-
48 The CRESSET 
tionist; Razumov, however, becomes 
inextricably involved by the con-
fidences of the revolutionist-assassina-
tor Haldin, and almost in desperate 
self-defense becomes an agent of the 
Czarist secret police. The story is 
told as it is enacted "under the West-
ern Eyes" of a teacher of English 
in Geneva, a minor character, a 
favorite narrative device of Conrad. 
The fascination of this novel lies 
chiefly in the magnificent irony by 
which the self-deluded conspirators 
accept Razumov as Haldin's partner 
and a revolutionist of deep convic-
tions. 
Conrad's characters in this book 
are not always successfully drawn. 
Natalie Haldin never emerges strong-
ly as the beautiful, sensuous, but 
sensitive and poignant heroine that 
Conrad wishes her to be. The sharpest 
drawn characters are the shallow, 
selfish conspirator, Peter Ivanovitch, 
and his repugnant patroness, Madame 
deS-. 
This story is carried along, despite 
the reflections and digressions of the 
professor-narrator, by Conrad's con-
summate ability as a born story teller. 
It is well worth reading or re-reading. 
WHEN YOU ARE OLD 
By Gwendolen Freeman. London. 
George Allen and Unwin Ltd. 1951. 
Available in the United States 
through Macmillan Company, New 
York. 
lfN When You Are Old Miss Freeman 
.1l presents twelve sketches of people 
living on the rim of death. The au· 
thor, with a gentleness reminiscent 
of her countrywoman Rebecca West, 
sorts out these dozen lives like a 
shell collector fondly arranging a 
specimen box. The stories have the 
flavor of rented rooms, liniment and 
thumbed pension cards. 
Despite Miss Freeman's admirable 
style the reader is left wondering why 
she wrote the book. She offers an 
explanation of sorts in a summing up 
chapter where she speculates about 
life and the end of life. Her rather 
wistful conclusion is that people are 
helpless against environment and 
chance. She does admit to something 
from without the individual lives that 
cannot be explained, evaluated or 
recorded. This note of hope, how-
ever, scarcely pierces the haze. 
For all the perception Miss Free-
man demonstrates, she falls far short 
of John Donne's blazing insight, 
"One short sleepe past, wee wake eter-
nally, and death shall be no more; 
death, thou shalt die." Perhaps it is 
the author's own inability to under-
stand the triumph over the grave. 
More likely it is her misfortune to 
write of old folks in an age when too 
few live out their years with the 
magnificent longing to be joined 
with Christ in a new innocence. 
RoBERTA DoNSBACH 
THE GRAND CREVASSE 
By R. Frison-Roche. New York. 
Prentice-Hall. 1951. 
H ERE is a book for those readers who like a stirring tale of high 
adventure. The theme of this story 
is the love of a mountain guide for 
a city-bred girl, set against the dual 
background of the rugged beauty and 
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present danger of those magnificent 
mountains, with their sky-piercing 
peaks and their awesome crevasses. 
The passages of scenic description are 
splendid. 
This novel, which has been ably 
translated from the French by Janet 
Adam Smith, sold half a million 
copies in its own language. It is 
romantic escape fiction of the superior 
sort. 
LABOR 
AMERICAN LABOR UNIONS: 
WHAT THEY ARE AND 
HOW THEY WORK 
By Florence Peterson. Harper & 
Brothers, Publishers. New York. 
270 pages. 
F LORENCE PETERSON, form erly the Chief of the Industrial Relations 
Division of the U . S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, has now come out with the 
revised edition of her book on labor 
which was first published in the clos-
ing years of World W ar II. The 
revised edition meets the high stand-
ards already set by the original. In 
addition to actually answering the 
questions set by the title, she has 
added important sections, as she says, 
on "Foreign Relations of American 
Unions." Those of us who read the 
first edition will not be disappointed 
by the second edition. 
ARE WORKERS HUMAN? 
By Gordon Rattray Taylor. Hough-
ton Miffiin Company. Boston. 273 
pages. $3.00. 
T HIS book is a racy, common-sensible approach to the tensions 
of labor and management. It says 
in easily understood terms what many 
social scientists, burdened by the 
jargon of their respective fields, have 
been trying to say for a good many 
years. From beginning to end, Tay-
lor's book was dedicated to the focus 
he described in his last sentence: 
"Throughout these pages I have tried 
to show what that something must be: 
a profound respect for the individual 
worker and recognition of his funda-
mental dignity as a human being." 
LITERARY CRITICISM 
CLASSICAL MYTHS IN 
ENGLISH LITERATURE 
By Dan S. Norton and Peters Rush-
ton. Rinehart & Co. New York. 
1952. 444 pages. $4.50. 
T HIS is the kind of reference guide that is more than ordinarily use-
ful. As in similar but heavily-learned 
books (e.g., The Oxford Companion 
to Classical Literature), the standard 
names and events are present in pro-
fusion; but unlike the emphasis of 
other manuals, the legends here have 
a contemporaneity that is adult and 
appealing. Greek and Roman myth-
ology comes to life in this retelling 
that explains the value and meaning 
of it all in modern times. 
The range of British and American 
authors is impressive, extending from 
the naturally classical Jonson, Mil-
ton, Pope, and Housman through 
Donne, Eliot, Yeats, Auden, and doz-
ens more. An index of literary ref-
erences together with a cross-reference 
system for the myths facilitates the 
reader's progress. Pronunciations are 
indicated for the convenience :>f any-
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one who has not already decided how 
he wants to say such things. Gene-
alogical tables, and a brief introduc-
tion by Prof. Charles G. Osgood of 
Princeton University, are additional 
aids. Even a set of speciall y drawn 
end maps is provided. 
Norton and Rushton cut the Gor-
dian knot (see page 169) of how to 
vitalize essential background material , 
namely by producing an attractive 
book that will enrich any home 
library. HERBERT H. UMBACH 
RELIGION AND 
PHILOSOPHY 
LIBERTY OR EQUALITY 
By Erik von Kuehnelt-Leddihn. 
Caldwell, Idaho. The Caxton Print-
ers. 1952. 395 pages. 6.oo. 
yT IS to be hoped that Dr. Kuehnelt-
Jl Leddihn does not make his living 
by writing, for this book will dismay 
American Catholics and it will in-
furiate American Protestants. The 
reason for both of these reactions 
will be that Dr. Kuehnelt-Leddihn is 
avowedly monarchistic and anti-demo-
cratic and bases his political stand 
upon his Catholic faith. 
It is the fundamental thesis of this 
book that a Christian (and more par-
ticularly a Catholic) political system 
is built upon the idea of liberty and 
that liberty is doomed within the 
framework of democracy. For democ-
racy, in Dr. Kuehnelt-Leddihn's view, 
requires attitudes incompatible with 
individual liberty. It requires a gen-
erally agreed upon and socially en-
forced set of unchallengeable assump-
tions, it requires the compromise of 
convictions, it invests majorities with 
the absolute powers of the tyrant, 
it reposes authority in irresponsible 
groups rather responsible individuals, 
it is emotional and at times even anti-
rational, it is collectivistic and anti-
personalistic, it is wasteful from the 
standpoint of human material, it is 
nihilistic in its philosophy, and in its 
egalitarianism it is incompatible with 
the idea of liberty. 
Because it is all of these things, 
Dr. Kuehnelt-Leddihn says that de-
mocracy has failed in Catholic Eu-
rope and has flourished only in Prot-
estant countries. But in the Protestant 
countries, democracy has with very 
few exceptions led to some form of 
totalitarianism. In assuming a certain 
inevitability in the development of 
totalitarianism from republican de-
mocracy, the author agrees with Plato 
and with numerous other political 
philosophers whom he quotes in 
copious detail. 
In contrast to democracy, the au-
thor sets up the ideal of a Christian 
monarchy and lists thirty points of 
superiority in this system over the 
democratic republic. He follows this 
up with a discussion of the problem 
of authority. Concluding that reason 
is the indicator which points to au-
thority in general and political au-
thority in particular, the author in-
sists that there is no connection 
between popularity and authority and 
that a right-thinking individual or 
minority group may claim greater 
right to authority than may a popu-
larly-elected leader. Thus Hitler was 
the legal but illegitimate ruler of 
Germany while Luxembourg's grand 
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people, is both their legal and their 
legitimate ruler. 
The last two chapters, which at-
tempt to trace the origins of Naziism 
back through Luther to Hus, are 
much less satisfactory than are the 
first five. One will be impressed, 
nevertheless, by the author's restraint 
and objectivity although one may feel 
(as the author admits) that to try to 
trace the parentage of ideas back 
through as many-sided and prolific 
a writer and thinker as Luther always 
involves the danger of misinterpreta-
tion or the taking of isolated remarks 
for representative statements of phi-
losophy. But it is disturbing to a 
Lutheran to note the high coinci-
dence between Protestant populations 
and percentage of Nazi votes in the 
1934 German elections, particularly 
when it is noted that the lowest per-
centage of Nazi votes was found in 
Catholic areas-a pattern so clear that 
even little enclaves of Roman Cath-
olics within otherwise Protestant areas 
stand out as exceptions to the voting 
pattern. 
It is impossible to deal adequately 
with Dr. Kuehnelt-Leddihn's thesis in 
the space available for this r eview. 
Needless to say, there is very much 
in it that we can not accept but there 
is also a rigid massing of historical 
facts and documentary evidence which 
can not be easily dismissed. If it does 
nothing else, it forces one to restudy 
not only the validity of democracy 
as a political system but more par-
ticularly the validity of democracy in 
the light of religious absolutes. 
Readers · who might hesitate to 
jump the intellectual hurdles of the 
book proper might at least find fas-
cinating reading in the "postscript" 
at the end, in which the author out-
lines in broad patterns his ideal gov-
ernment. As a practical form for 
resolving the tension between liberty 
and equality it has much to recom-
mend it, although the non-Catholic 
might find it difficult to go along with 
the idea of a Supreme Court com 
posed of priests and professors. 
CONFUCIUS: THE GREAT 
DIGEST, AND THE 
UNWOBBLING PIVOT. 
A Translation and Commentary h) 
Ezra Pound 
New Directions. New York. 1951. 
187 pages. $3.50. 
A REVIVAL of literary-critical interest in the achievement of Ezra 
Pound is at present being sponsored 
mainly by one publisher indicated 
above. Thereby beautifully printed 
books that are difficult to find, such 
as this translation, are made available 
at average cost. More important, diffi-
cult but important ideas achieve clari-
fication (see CRESSET issue of Decem-
ber 1951, our review of Hugh Ken-
ner's The Poetry of Ezra Pound). 
Today fewer and fewer writers con-
cern themselves with ancient writings 
in the original, but there have been 
some distinguished translators of clas-
sical Chinese literature-among them 
Herbert Giles, James Legge, Arthur 
Waley, Witter Bynner, and Ezra 
Pound. In his inimitable manner, 
Pound combines the critical and the 
creative faculties in this book. The 
Stone Text is from rubbings sup-
plied by William Hawley; a note on 
the Stone Editions is by Achilles 
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Fang. Parallel-page presentation here 
offers the Chinese original ideograms 
on the left and the English transla-
tion on the right side, similar to the 
famous Loeb Classics system of print-
ing Greek and Latin texts. 
These stone tablet inscriptions of 
Confucius were repeatedly renewed 
by great emperors. Whatever their 
complicated history, The Great Digest 
and The Unwobbling Pivot bring 
to us moderns the chief written or 
recorded testimony of Confucianism 
as found in sources other than The 
Analects and The Book of Mencius. 
We today would do well to study 
(not necessarily to approve) this an-
cient oriental code of morality and 
especially statecraft which theoreti-
cally would preserve peace and afford 
the people a stable government, in 
terms of "the man of breed," "the 
man of probity," "the honest man," 
and the like. 
HERBERT H. UMBACH 
CONFUCIUS AND CHRIST 
By Leo Sherley-Price. New York. 
The Philosophical Library. 1951. 
$4-75· 
T HIS is a Christian estimate of Confucius by a chaplain in the 
British Royal Navy. His "main pur-
pose is not to compare the tenets of 
Confucianism with Christianity, but 
rather to examine and relate to each 
other-so far as is possible-the orig-
inal teachings of Sage and Savior." 
His secondary purpose is to acquaint 
his readers with the principle teach-
ings of the Sage "whose influence, 
exercised for two millennia over 
nearly a quarter of the earth's popula-
tion, has left an almost indelible im-
pression upon the character and out-
look" of his fellow countrymen. 
The author compares Confucius 
and Jesus both with respect to their 
doctrines and with respect to their 
personal lives. Topics dealt with are: 
man's relation to God; life after death; 
filial piety; the ideal of the gentle-
man; a comparison of Confucian 
"virtue" (jen) with Christian "love" 
(agape); the purpose and methods of 
education; the doctrine of the mean; 
the use of music; a comparison of • 
Confucian "propriety" (li) with the 
Christian sacraments; the individual's 
relation to society and to govern-
mental authority. The Rev. Mr. Price 
finds that the Christian saint and the 
Chinese ideal gentleman have much 
in common: a love of virtue, sincerity, 
and readiness to uphold their convic-
tions regardless of consequences. Yet 
the Chinese gentleman "displays a 
certain stiffness and fear of life, a 
lack of spontaneity, a cool reserve, 
a certain want of confidence in the 
quest for a goal which can be but 
dimly apprehended and which, even 
by the Sage, has never been clearly 
described or defined." 
The author's over-all conclusions 
are that: 
1. "Confucius merits a far higher 
place among the world's phi-
losophers than that which he is 
commonly assigned." 
2. "He has, in the main, exercised 
an incalculable influence for 
good" upon the Chinese people. 
3· "He has in a large measure pre-
pared China for an acceptance 
of the teachings of Jesus, who 
• 
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alone can both supply what he 
lacks, and provide for mankind 
both a true religion and a com-
plete philosophy of life." 
Mr. Price regards Confucius as a 
"noble representative of that school 
of humanism which has so large a 
following today." Apparently a good 
Anglican, he considers humanism 
tragically insufficient as an interpre-
tation of life. Yet, as he studies the 
thought of Confucius "in the light of 
Him who is the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life of men," he sees that his 
teaching can to a large extent be 
regarded as a "preparation for the 
Gospel." The teachings of Confucius 
show how "the minds of good and 
sincere men in all centuries are drawn 
by the Spirit of God towards Him-
self"; for "Truth Incarnate longs to 
make the heart of man His home." 
In the opinion of the reviewer 
Confucius and Christ is a model of 
Christian apologetics. Mr. Price shows 
a genuine sympathy with and admira-
tion for the teachings of Confucius. 
He has taken the trouble to read 
many of the best works in English on 
the teachings of the Sage and has 
strengthened his interpretations with 
profuse reference to the Confucian 
Classics themselves. At the same time 
he witnesses confidently to the pri-
macy of Christ and to the truth of 
His Gospel. His formulations of a 
theory of general revelation recall 
vividly the Logos doctrine of the 
early Church Fathers, a doctrine 
perennially fascinating to Christian 
missionaries and to historians of non-
Christian religions. A perplexing fea-
ture of the Logos doctrine, when it 
is so used, is that it tends to blur 
the distinction between "the realm 
of nature" and "the realm of grace." 
This in turn complicates the task of a 
systematic theologian when he at-
tempts a complete treatment of the 
topics of Revelation and Natural 
Theology. 
RICHARD ScHEIMANN 
THE MARCH OF METIIODISM 
By Cyril J. Davey. Philosophical 
Library. New York. 1951. 200 pages. 
$3-75· 
T HIS book does not pretend to be a complete history of the Mis-
sionary Societies of Methodism. "That 
authoritive work still remains to be 
written." It is rather a popular ac-
count of Methodist missionary work 
overseas, beginning with that Christ-
mas day, 1786, when Dr. Thomas 
Coke, the pioneer in Methodist for-
eign mission work and founder of the 
Methodist Missionary Society, was 
driven ashore at Antigua, in the West 
Indies, and preached to a congrega-
tion of a thousand Negro slaves. From 
that beginning the story widens to 
make true John Wesley's famous say-
ing: "The world is my parish." 
Methodist missionary successes in 
Africa, India, China and Burma are 
vividly portrayed in words and pic-
tures. The work is carried on by 
gospel messengers and medical mis-
sionaries, by native helpers and in-
digenous ministers, by men and wom-
en. Special stress is laid on the 
expansion in the present century. 
The book shows us "Methodism on 
the march." Certainly many thou-
sands were brought to Christ and sal-
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vation through the Wesleyan preach-
ing of sin and grace, of conversion 
and renewal. "The suffering, dying 
Jesus is the Christ upon the throne. 
His is the victory." Abolition of pagan 
practices and social improvement fol-
low in the wake of the Gospel. 
"Where reform has come about as 
the direct result of the preaching of 
the Gospel of the love of God in 
Jesus Christ the transformation has 
been gracious and satisfying." 
When Methodists were once con-
verted to the missionary cause, they 
sang with fervor and put into action 
Charles Wesley's lines: 
0 that the world might know 
The all-atoning Lamb! 
Those who would learn more about 
the part played by Methodist Chris-
tians to carry out our Lord's Great 
Commission will find Mr. Davey's 
book absorbing and informing. 
CARL ALBERT GIESELER 
NATURAL SCIENCE AND THE 
SPIRITUAL LIFE 
By John Baillie. New York. Charles 
Scribner's Sons. 1952. 43 pages. 
$1.75· 
T HE contents of the latest volume by an outstanding Scottish the-
ologian was first presented as the 
philosophical discourse before the 
British Association for the Advance-
ment of Science at Edinburgh. It is 
a very instructive little essay, but the 
reader must keep in mind that the 
author could present only certain 
generalizations, the results of careful 
study by many other men as well as 
by himself. The generalizations are 
highly challenging and deserve far 
broader diffusion among theologians, 
philosophers, and scientists, e.g., the 
significance for the development of 
modern science of the Christian in-
sistence that the order of nature is 
contingent on God's will, the integral 
working relationship between scien-
tific research and Christian faith . The 
balance suggested here between the 
scientific enterprise and Christian life 
and thought would come as a chal-
lenge and release for many Lutherans 
today. 
THE SCANDAL OF 
CHRISTIANITY 
By Emil Brunner. (The Andrew C. 
Zenos Lectures of 1946.) The West-
minster Press. Philadelphia. 1951. 
116 pages. $2.00. 
THE GOSPEL OF GOD 
By Anders Nygren. (Translated by 
L. J. Trinterud.) The Westminster 
Press. Philadelphia. 1951. 104 pages. 
$2.00. 
T HE memorable experience of hear-ing these lectures delivered by 
Professor Brunner himself now be-
comes even more memorable with the 
reading of them in this little book. 
And its littleness is in inverse pro-
portion to its excellence. Brunner has 
always been at his best in this kind 
of presentation: Saying what the 
Christian Gospel is by saying first 
what it is not, contrasting it dialecti-
cally with its anti-Christian rivals. To 
these rivals, Christianity is a "scan-
dal." In five successive chapters Brun-
ner treats five issues in particular on 
.... 
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which Christianity scandalizes the 
modern mind: Historical Revelation, 
The Triune God, Original Sin, The 
Mediator, Resurrection. 
The forceful polemics of Professor 
Brunner, who has to teach Christian 
theology at a large secular univer-
sity, contrast with the irenic, positive 
tone of Bishop Nygren's little book. 
This is his pastoral letter to the 
pastors of his diocese. Like the giving 
of battle-orders in the briefing-room 
before the next mission, here is out-
lined quietly and firmly the Church's 
strategy. It is magnificently told in 
chapter three, "The Gospel Concern-
ing Christ." 
These two books, the one by a Swiss 
Calvinist and the other by a Swedish 
Lutheran, are both very readable, 
very short, very worldly-wise and very 
biblically Christian. They should be 
bought together. "The scandal of 
Christianity" is "the Gospel of God." 
POSITIVISM: A Study in Human 
Understanding 
By Richard von Mises. Harvard 
University Press. Cambridge. 1951. 
404 pages. $6.oo. 
T HIS is a revised translation of Pro-fessor von Mises' Kleines Lehr-
buch des Positivismus. To the extent 
that it shares common premises with 
other brands of positivism-such as 
the "logical positivism" of Carnap 
and Ayer-it is subject to the same 
criticisms which were raised some 
months ago in this magazine, in a 
review of Joad's Critique of Logical 
Positivi~m. For example, von Mises 
assumes that all scientific language 
is built up, ultimately, from simple 
"element sentences," and that these 
element sentences are nothing else 
but short, immediately understand-
able statements about simple sensa-
tions. However, as that earlier review 
pointed out, it is already begging the 
question to assume that there actually 
are any statements which are "im-
mediately understandable," and any 
sensations which are absolutely "sim-
ple." 
But between von Mises and the 
logical positivists there are not only 
points of agreement but also of dis-
agreement. Unlike Carnap, Neurath 
and others, von Mises does not claim 
that the propositions of metaphysics 
and theology are completely meaning-
less. They can be meaningful insofar 
as they have some "connection" with 
the propositions of science and prac-
tical life. And within any single sys-
tem of metaphysics or theology th€ 
statements of that particular systerr. 
take on a measure of meaning. 
But even of such statements von 
Mises says: "Their range of influence 
is continually reduced by the progress 
of science, which extends a system of 
mutually connectible areas of knowl-
edge over an ever-growing part of the 
domain of human interest" (p. 273). 
And one of the implications of this 
"progress of science" is that theology 
and ethics are to be subsumed under 
sociology! 
One of the foremost values of this 
book is its extensive and easily under-
standable discussion of the sciences-
all the way from poetry and ethics 
to physics and mathematics-together 
with their methods and nomenclature. 
The Notes at the rear of the book 
are excellent. 
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VERSE 
CHRIST UNCONQUERED 
By Arthur Little, with 11 full-page 
drawings by Fritz Kredel. New York. 
Prentice-Hall. 1952. 232 pages. 
$4-50· 
T HIS is a retelling of the passion and death of our Lord in the 
form of epic poetry. The author, a 
Jesuit, ha~> a sure feeling for words 
and an obviously intimate acquaint-
ance with the epic form. Indeed, at 
times, Vergil shows clearly through in 
a word, or an idiom, or a turn of 
phrase. 
Father Little has remained true, 
in most respects, to the Gospel ac-
count, embellishing that account here 
and there with conjectures which he 
warns his readers in his preface not 
to take as literal statements of truth. 
An air of reverence and awe pervades 
the poem and brings one very close 
to the dreadful events which the 
poem recounts. 
A sample of Father Little's writing 
may serve to capsulize his poem bet-
ter than a long-drawn-out critical 
evaluation: 
And while Christ 
So walked to Calvary, Pilate remained, 
Pilate, who to the ages and the powers 
Of earth had broached the immitiga-
ble law 
Of war upon the officers of God, 
Their sovereign. He, in solitary seat, 
Within the hollow court, from his 
own world 
Exiled in heart, for whose sake yet 
had he 
Forsaken heaven, now was wrapped 
about 
With silence and its watchful pres-
ences. 
But as the mind, stunned by acknowl-
edged fall, 
Some apprehension of familiar things 
Groped to recover, it beheld itself 
Growing to demon longings and de-
formed. 
Here the desire victorious of his power 
On earth, victorious over the desire 
Rather to reverence the right of God, 
Showed futile every hope save only 
hope 
Of the increase of power, and gath-
ered strength 
To slay the last of love and to usurp 
The mind's possession. Fixed to treat 
with it, 
He stood with sudden cruelty in his 
eyes 
To drive his thralls, but no one saw 
save where 
Brooding his wife looked on him with 
strange eyes. 
The poem bears the Imprimatur of 
the Roman Catholic archbishop of 
Dublin. The introduction is by Ful-
ton Oursler. 
COLLECTED POEMS 
By Marianne Moore. New York. 
The Macmillan Company. 1951. 
177 pages. $3.00. 
EACH of Marianne Moore's poems is like a complex jewel, or a 
small intricate precision machine. Her 
collected poems, which she has gath-
ered together at the age of sixty-four, 
after half a century of recognition as 
a distinguished poet, should be 
read disconnectedly-one, perhaps, a 
day. Unlike much twentieth-century 
writing, which constitutes a loose, 
.. 
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running autobiography of the writer, 
her poems are discrete entities, sep-
arate from each other and set en-
tirely free from their author. But 
while Miss Moore's extreme reserve 
gives her poems an uncanny neat-
ness, it forces them near to the point 
of overintellectuality. 
In avoiding purple passages and 
memorable lines, Miss Moore has 
aimed at "flowing continuity," writ-
ing in terms of stanzas rather than 
in a succession of catchy phrases or 
couplets. Quoting, therefore, cannot 
do her justice. Perhaps her most re-
markable poem is "The Jerboa"; 
here she heaps up, as from a bottom-
less horn-of-plenty, all the animals, 
plants, and artifacts, that ancient 
civilizations domesticated or con-
structed to give themselves pleasure, 
and then she points quietly to the 
jerboa, the "Sahara field-mouse" who 
"has a shining silver house 
of sand. 0 rest and 
joy, the boundless sand, 
the stupendous sand-spout, 
no water, no palm-trees, no ivory 
bed, 
tiny cactus; but one would not 
be he 
who has nothing but plenty." 
Her firm, delicate rhythms and 
meticulous exactitude in diction are 
a source of delight in a slipshod age. 
Some years ago T. S. Eliot described 
her poems as "part of the small body 
of durable poetry written in our time 
... in which an original sensibility 
and alert intelligence and deep feel-
ing have been engaged in maintain-
ing the life of the English language." 
ALICE BENSEN 
OTHER BOOKS 
HOW TO MAKE AN ATOMIC 
BOMB IN YOUR OWN KITCHEN 
(Well, Practically!) 
By Bob Bale. Frederick Fell, Pub-
lisher. New York. 1952. 191 pages. 
\\ ""'\\ JHEN we first started to read this 
VV book our misgivings began to 
mount and we thought that about all 
the book might have to say for itself 
was the somewhat clever tone of its 
title. As it turned out, perhaps we 
were somewhat unduly repulsed by 
the author's flippant prose. (He is a 
popular lecturer to business men on 
such subjects as public relations.) But 
we persisted and were rewarded with 
a somehow better than average popu-
lar exposition of a tomic energy. The 
sixteenth chapter-there are seven-
teen-deals with the usual end-book 
topic of survival. It does so in a 
succinct way, appealing strongly for 
civil defense prepara tions by the 
citizenry. This is probably the most 
important chapter of the book and 
we hope it is taken to heart. 
DON'T THINK ABOUT IT 
By Carmel Myers. New York. 
Doubleday and Company. 1952. 6o 
pages. $1.50. 
H AD this book not attracted wide-spread interest, we would not 
be reviewing it in the CRESSET. For 
Mrs. Myers has tried, in all sincerity, 
to offer a program of recovery to 
those who have been overwhelmed by 
personal anxiety and sorrow and it is 
not a pleasant duty to have to say that 
her program is, at best, pagan and 
at worst delusory and shallow. The 
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claim on the dust-jacket that her 
philosophy does not conflict with 
any school of religion is simply not 
true. It conflicts basically with Chris-
tianity. 
Briefly, Mrs. Myers advises the 
bereaved and the afflicted to over-
come their grief by forgetting it and 
focussing their mental and physical 
energies on other activities. To this 
end, she suggests the formation of 
"Don't Think" clubs, a sort of imita-
tion of Alcoholics Anonymous, in 
which small groups of people can get 
together, not to confirm each other in 
their grief but to help the grieving 
person to get outside himself. As a 
therapeutic device, this scheme un-
doubtedly has some merit. But can 
a question be answered by forgetting 
it? 
The real criticism of the program 
outlined by Mrs. Myers is that it robs 
sorrow and tragedy of their powers 
to deepen and broaden the life of 
the soul. For those who want only 
relief, this may be an acceptable pro-
gram. But wouldn't it be so much 
simpler just to go to Him Who has 
called the weary and heavy-laden to 
Himself and has promised them rest? 
GREAT SHIPWRECKS AND 
CASTAWAYS 
Edited by Charles Neider. Harper. 
New York. 1952. 238 pages. 
W HEN I first saw this book and later when I read it, I found 
myself thinking of that success of the 
past year, Kon-Tiki. The two books 
have several things in common: the 
sea, adventure, and a good pace. The 
present volume is a collection of per-
sonal, true accounts of shipwrecks and 
castaways-the earliest one is from 
1540, the latest from 1912. For the 
most part, the accounts are not well 
known, but this hardly subtracts from 
their charm. Adding to the charm of 
many of the tales is the character of 
the prose; the editor likes the prose 
of the sixteenth and seventeenth cen-
turies and this is reflected in the 
number of documents from that 
period which appear. Also included 
is a highly dramatic portion of the 
journal kept by the South Pole ex-
plorer, Robert Falcon Scott, who, 
with a party of men, became a "volun-
tary castaway" and perished with 
all his men before reaching the 
warmth of camp. One of the last 
things he wrote was, "It seems a pity, 
but I do not think I can write more." 
Good reading. 
GREAT THOUGHTS OF 
GREAT AMERICANS 
Compiled by Constance Bridges. 
Crowell. New York. 1951. 305 pages. 
W HEN a talk is made and put down it is good to look at it 
afterward." This statement was made 
by Sequoyah (1760-1843) in a conver- r-
sation explaining why he invented an 
alphabet for the Cherokee nation . 
The statement might also be made .-
by the compiler of selected great 
thoughts from the minds of men of .-
American history. Here are thoughts .. 
from the speeches, letters, and pub-
lications of our nation's leaders 
throughout its history. It is a pleasure 
to thumb through the pages of this ,.., 
compact volume, a volume which 
could prove of some worth to writers 
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and speakers in particular. There is, 
however, one big defect in this book. 
A statement appears with no reference 
to or explanation of the historical 
situation in which the quotation first 
appeared. Thus, while there are cer-
tainly many quotations which can be 
divorced from their original environs 
without serious effects upon the un-
derstanding of them, this is not, un-
fortunately, the general case. 
_. THE FINER THINGS OF LIFE 
By Frances Gray Patton. Dodd 
Mead. New York. 1951. 
T HE name of Frances Gray Patton should be familiar to readers of 
.1 The New Yorker. All the stories con-
tained in this small book have ap-
~ peared in print before in various 
magazines, but this in no way detracts 
from Mrs. Patton's charming style and 
often very subtle brand of humor. 
Her tales deal with the haps and 
mishaps of a not too typical family 
in a Southern university town, the 
family most generally being her own. 
Almost any reader can enjoy the 
amusing incidents related by Mrs. 
Patton as well as nod "yes" with her 




Edited by Whit Burnett and Hallie 
Burnett. McKay. New York. 1951. 
236 pages. 
T HIS is a well known magazine of the short story, appearing now 
for the first time in book form. 
Volume One is a fine collection of 
short stories and it is to be hoped 
that the editors succeed in making 
later volumes conform to the quality 
of this one. It was the policy of Story 
to give "ready welcome to any writer 
of talent who has something to say in 
fiction, whether he or she is a known 
writer or a writer not yet recognized 
by the public." In the past, the first 
published stories of such writers as 
Saroyan, Bemelmans, Capote, and 
Carson McCullers appeared in Story 
magazine. We welcome the book form 







I T Is 1956 and Harry S. Truman has been elected again and 
the country has become accus-
tomed to socialized medicine. A 
man feeling the need of medical 
service went to the building ar-
ranged for that purpose and upon 
entering the front door found 
himself faced with a battery of 
doors, each marked with the name 
of an ailment, such as appendicitis, 
heart trouble, cancer, etc. 
"He felt sure his trouble would 
be diagnosed as appendicitis, so 
he entered the door marked there-
with. Upon entering, he found 
himself faced with two doors, one 
marked male and the other, fe-
male. 
"Of course, he entered the door 
marked male, and immediately 
found himself in a corridor where 
there were two doors, one marked 
Protestant and one marked Cath-
olic. 
"Since he was a Protestant, he 
entered the proper door, and 
found himself facing two doors, 
one marked white and one marked 
colored. 
"He entered the white door and 
again found himself faced with 
two doors, one marked taxpayer 
and one marked non-taxpayer. 
"He still owned an equity in 
his home so he went through the 
door marked taxpayer and found 
himself confronted with doors, 
marked married and single. 
"He had a wife at home so he 
.6. 
entered the proper door and once 
more there were two doors, marked 
Republican and Democrat. 
6o 
"He was a Republican so he 
entered the proper door-and fell 
nine floors to an alley." (Elizabeth 
Quinby in the AD LIB column of H 
a Wooster, Ohio, paper.) 
The Political Map 
THE U.S. News and World Re-
port (February 8, 1952) claims 
that Truman can have a sponta-
neous grass roots draft movement r 
if he wants it. He might be afraid, ' 
say the editors, since the Muse 
of History forgot a few aces and 
deuces wild in the last political }l 
hand. Not a few of the commen-
tators agree with the view of the'-
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magazine that the popularity of 
Truman has reached a new low. 
~ 
Apparently, the guys are standing 
close to their mikes again in the 
~ assurance that lightning will not 
strike in the same place again. 
The magazine includes a voting 
map to prove the contention that 
Harry does not have much of a 
chance should he choose to run 
in spite of his declaration not to. 
..,. The map is designed to show par-
ticularly that Truman or any 
other Democrat would have to 
get all of the 128 electoral votes 
in the South which Byrd, Byrnes, 
George, and aspirant Russell 
would like to bluff away from him. 
"" In the over-all calculations of 
Truman's national vote power, 
the President would need at least 
7 Southern states and their go 
electoral votes to make any kind 
of a showing. Instead, the maga-
zine feels, he will probably lose 
Florida, Georgia, Tennessee, and 
Virginia. In 1948, he did not win 
South Carolina, Mississippi, and 
Louisiana. At the same time, he 
only squeaked through last elec-
tion with less than a majority in 
California, Ohio, and Tennessee. 
_, In Illinois, Iowa, Nevada, and 
Wisconsin, Truman won at most 
trembling majorities. In short, at 
least 13 states will break Truman's 
hopes for another miracle. The 
~ editors are sure that Truman can 
be certain of only 17 states with 
• 150 electoral votes and a possi-
bility of an additional 84 electoral 
votes from Michigan, Alabama, 
New York, and Connecticut. A 
few feel that he might win Mary-
land with g electoral votes. In all 
this would total to 243 electoral 
votes, 23 short of the necessary 266. 
Well-maybe. All that I have 
to say is that it looks good on 
paper. Any candidate, even the 
Vegetarian, has a chance when 
the opposition keeps fumbling in 
the backfield. Right now, they 
won't hand off to one another. 
On the other hand, the Demo-
crats are having a slight case of 
jitters. Truman is playing the 
part of a coy maiden, surrounded 
in addition by the debris of scan· 
dais and patronage that seems to 
have gotten out of hand. Mean-
while in the pause that embar-
rasses, booms have begun for Ke-
fauver, Stevenson, Kerr, and Rus-
sell. Apparently, Taft and Ke-
fauver are the only people who 
have committed themselves to one 
direction, the nomination of their 
party for the presidency. It's al-
ways nice to see people in politics 
who let the people know what 
they are up to. 
Kefauver 
T HE young T ennessean who "went on a blind date and 
wound up by marrying the daugh-
ter of a Scottish baronet" rode high 
on the crest of the Kefauver luck 
when his crusade against gamblers, 
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crooked politicians, and "crap-
shooters" paid off politically on 
millions of television screens 
throughout the nation. (The U.S. 
N ews and World R eport, Febru-
ary 22, 1952) Though the tactics 
of the crime investigation might 
have given the superficial impres-
sion that Kefauver is a fanatic 
crusader, "a Kefauver administra-
tion probably would produce few 
crusades." The U. S. News and 
W orld R eport has made a shrewd 
capsule evaluation of the coon-
skin Senator who broke the no-
torious Crump machine: "Estes 
Kefauver h as some of the Roose-
velt qualities in his make-up. He 
tends to ride with reform. His 
record is that of a New Dealer. 
But he is not a zealot. He is with-
out close ties to any of the great 
pressure groups of the country. 
He finds it easy to absorb political 
ideas and make political capital 
out of them. And he is a shrewd 
politician whose seemingly easy-
going ways land him on top of 
many situations." 
According to the editors of the 
World R eport, Kefauver would 
advocate about the same policies 
as the New Deal and the Fair 
Deal with an accent on new faces 
and honesty. Young, as presiden-
tial timber goes, he would go after 
the old machines and the old men. 
He will go along with a pro-farmer 
and pro-labor program about as 
they stand now. Labor supported 
him in Tennessee. Though he 
voted against the economy pro-
posals of Paul Douglas, he favors 
a balanced budget. "Mr. Kefauver -~ 
would go along with the present 
social program. He insists that ~ 
citizens must have economic and 
social security, thinks that much 
still needs to be done to develop 
housing, education, health and 
resources." In foreign affairs, he " 
is expected to go along with the +-
broad aspects of present policies 
since he voted for the North At- 1 
lantic Treaty, against cuts in the 
Military Aid Program, and for the 
present Universal Military Pro- .1. 
gram. As President, Kefauver 
might change the personnel in the ,... 
State Department but with "few 
alterations in the present attitude 
toward Russia except, perhaps, in ,. 
emphasis." 
In the important area of civil 
rights, a friend of mine has written "' 
well of him: "Senator Kefauver 
has always fought for equality of l 
opportunity and equal right to 
vote regardless of race, color or 
creed. He has vigorously opposed 
the poll tax. He supported the ~ 
Administration's policy of progres-
sive elimination of segregation in 
the armed forces. He has fought ~ 
the Dixiecrats from their very I 
beginning as a 'splinter party 
founded on vindictiveness and 
hate' which has no place in Amer- ~ 
ican politics. Governor Talmage 
of Georgia calls him 'as unaccept- 1.. 
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able as Truman' on the civil rights 
issue. He was the only southern 
Senator to speak in favor of Bark-
,- ley's ruling that would limit the 
Dixiecrats' ability to filibuster. He 
• believes that the aims of FEPC 
can best be accomplished on a 
national level at the present time 
by persuasion and education. How-
ever, he has publicly stated that 
~ 
if an FEPC is written into the 
-+ Democratic Platform, he will sup-
port it as he supports all the rest 
of the Platform. He has fought 
for the Displaced Persons Program 
and against the discriminating sec-
tions supported by certain hate· 
groups." All this though as a Rep-
..._ resentative he once voted for an 
anti-lynching measure. 
To this point in the campaign, 
I definitely favor Kefauver. He 
faces the big task of "bucking" 
the organization. It's hard to get 
delegates without the organization. 
1950 Time Magazine voted him 
~as one of our ten outstanding 
Senators and Collier's Magazine 
had chosen him as one of the ten 
outstanding Representatives in 
1946. He was also chosen Father 
.,t of the Year in 195 1. Some of my 
friends and colleagues think that 
"' he lacks color. His constant ap-
pearance on the television screens 
throughout the investigation will 
make up for any lack of color he 
has-1 hope. Apparently, the New 
Hampshire, Wisconsin, and Ne-
"' braska Democrats would like him 
to be the next President of the 
United States. 
Historians Fight 
F RANKLIN DELANO RoosEVELT and his foreign policy have 
created a great deal of controversy 
with perhaps more argument than 
enlightenment. The latest struggle 
involves the evaluation of The 
World Crisis and Foreign Policy: 
The Challenge to Isolation, I937-
zg40, by William L. Langer and S. 
Everett Gleason. Most of the dis-
cussion seems to center around 
Langer who is professor at Har-
vard, already branded as "pinko" 
by The Chicago Daily Tribune. 
That the book-the first of two 
volumes-was financed by the 
Rockefeller and Sloan Founda-
tions under the sponsorship of the 
State Department and with the 
blessings of the Council on For-
eign Affairs did not aid Langer 
and Gleason to win position 
among the so-called isolationists. 
The latter agree with Uncle Char-
lie Beard's estimate of the foun-
dations: "In short, th~y hope that, 
among other things, the policies 
and measures of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt will escape in coming 
years the critical analysis, evalua-
tion, and exposition that befell 
the policies and measures of Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson and the 
Entente Allies after World War I ." 
The review of Langer's book 
was done for The Chicago Sunday 
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Tribune Magazine of Books by 
Harry Elmer Barnes, author of 
The Genesis of the World War 
(published in 1926). Similar to 
the statement of Beard above, the 
review of Barnes would make court 
historians of Langer and Gleason 
and would place them in the same 
category with Robert Sherwood 
(Roosevelt's "personal historian"), 
Rauch, Schlesinger, Jr., Millis, and 
Feis. This refusal to revise and 
re-examine the legend of Roose-
velt had already been condemned 
by Barnes in a brochure called 
"The Struggle Against the His-
torical Blackout." 
The book, Barnes admits, is a 
superior work-but a superior job 
of whitewashing: "It does not al-
together telegraph its punches." 
The premises of this subtle writing 
to which the reviewer objects are: 
1. Roosevelt et al did not desire 
to lead us into the war; 2. Roose-
velt would not willingly have used 
the war and us "as an instrument 
of national policy"; and 3· Roose-
velt wanted to save England from 
Hitler. The premises on which 
Barnes bases his objections are: 
1. Roosevelt was not averse to 
leading us into war "for at one 
time he discussed war with Japan 
as a means of solving the depres-
sion"; 2. "Hitler was not only 
eager to give Britain generous 
peace terms but also to offer her 
the services of the Wehrmacht and 
Luftwaffe in putting down rebel-
lion or enemies anywhere in the 
world"; and 3· Roosevelt knew 
war was coming and did nothing 
to stop the trend. , 
Though these historians attempt 
to gloss over the struggle under 41 
the guise of a search for objective 
truth, the struggle reveals, at least 1 
with Barnes, the undertones of a 
personal controversy and Barnes 
seems frank enough to admit the 
fact. Apparently, Barnes and Lan- +--
ger have had previous brushes. 
What seems to hurt Barnes the 
most is that, at the time Lan-
ger succeeded Barnes as professor 
of history at Clark University and AI 
at the time they were still praising 
one another's works, Langer "was "" 
engaged in important scholarly 
work in behalf of those opposed 
to interventionism." Like many , 
opposed to the present adminis-
tration, Harry Barnes blames 
Harvard, where Langer presently ;; 
teaches, with the creation of the 
prodigal son drawn by the disillu-~ 
sioning mirage of writing subjec-
tive court history, a Harvard that 
went all-out for World War II. 
Barnes implies that Langer of Ger-
man descent wanted to cover up ' 
during the war by submerging 
himself in Anglomania. Once he,. 
tasted government service, then, ) 
he was anxious to continue work 
in the Ministry of Truth-a phrase 
which Barnes borrowed from Or- ~ 
well and rg84. Alongside of Barnes 
in "The Struggle Against the His-
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torical Blackout" stand John 
Flynn, George Morgenstern, 
Charles Beard, William Henry 
Chamberlain, Frederick Sanborn, r and Professor Tansill. Harry El-
la. mer Barnes fervently hopes and 
prays that Langer "has moments 
of acute nostalgia for the old Clark 
days when, even if he earned only 
$4,000 a year, he eagerly searched 
for historical truth, independent 
-+ and unafraid, and breathed the 
fresh air of scholarly freedom, as 
befitted a brilliant young crafts-
man." 
"The Reading Room" has spent 
some time in describing this con-
troversy with the purpose of point-
.._ ing out that one of the absorbing 
games of the next twenty years or 
more will be the creating of a 
Roosevelt legend-either as sinner 
or saint. Langer's book (and Glea-
son's) will force more revision and 
re-examination. Both sides will 
probably discover when the heat 
of battle has cooled that they have 
all been both right and wrong. 
I am happy that historians who 
have been accused of being in-
terested only in where they have 
been and not where they are going 
are not really our contemporary 
ancestors but our contemporaries. 
Historians are not lifeless; the hot 
blood of combat runs in their 
veins; and they can shoot fire with 
them little old pencils. 
"Your living is determined not so much by what life brings 
to you as by the attitude you bring to life, not so much by 
what happens to you as by the way your mind looks at what 
happens. Circumstances and situations do color life, but you 
have been given the mind to choose what the color shall be. 
Your living is at least go per cent attitude. The thoughts you 
live with, the faiths you live by, the images you cherish, the 
habitual things you say to yourself, the spiritual relationships 
you cling to, determine the way you live. Your inner thinking 
determines your outer actions. " 
John Homer Miller in Take a Second Look at Yourself 
(Abingdon-Cokesbury Press) 
THE CRESSET evaluates one of the world's most powerful forces 
F ROM time to time this column has reported new developments 
in the current controversy over 
Hollywood vs. television. 
In a series of engrossing articles 
published recently in the Saturday 
Evening Post Milton MacKaye 
presents a comprehensive survey 
of the struggle which continu'es to 
shake the entertainment world. 
These articles, titled The Big 
Brawl: Hollywood vs. Television, 
are based on an exhaustive, na-
tionwide study. Interviews with 
more than fifty key persons in 
radio, the movies, and advertising 
have convinced Mr. MacKaye that 
more than a shake-up in the enter-
tainment world is in progress. He 
believes that a revolution in the 
social habits of the American 
people is already well under way. 
Mr. MacKaye's review of the 
phenomenal rise of television, and 
the effects of this popular new 
medium on the theater box office, 
contains a wealth of information 
of interest to those who have fol-




l BY ANNE HANSEN 
versy which show people are wont . 
to call The Great Debate. "'""" 
I must add that this mild phrase 
is used only in moments of calm 
discussion. More often the situa-
tion calls forth bitter and caustic 
strictures. To the motion-picture 
industry, says Mr. MacKaye, tele- _.. 
vision is The Great Apostasy, and 
to the television producers the 
efforts and tactics of movie-makers 
must be labeled as Counter-revolu-
tionary. 
Mr. MacKaye does not agree 
with the Jeremiahs who mourn-
fully predict that television will • 
sound a death knell for movies 
and movie theaters. He believes 
that both industries will eventually 
achieve a mutually advantageous 
working arrangement. He admits, 
however, that sound predictions 
regarding the future of the motion- • 
picture industry are impossible un- II 
til the all-powerful Federal Com-
munications Commission hands 
down official rulings on a number 
of important pleas and petitions 
now under consideration. 
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I am particularly interested in 
Mr. MacKaye's report on the note-
worthy advances made in theater 
television-commonly referred to 
as Big Screen TV or Theater TV. 
.,._ Pioneer experimentation in The-
ater TV was begun by Paramount 
and 2oth Century-Fox soon after 
the end of World War II. Para-
mount presented early trial screen-
ings in the New York area in 1947; 
2oth Century-Fox did so a year 
+ later. 
Two separate systems of Theater 
TV were evolved from painstaking 
experimentation. Paramount em-
ploys a so-called storage system-
a process which photographs tele-
...._ vision programs on film, develops 
the film in less than one minute, 
and projects the picture on the 
theater screen. 2oth Century-Fox 
uses the Eidophor, a Swiss inven-
tion in which the televised event 
' 
is picked up instantly and is im-
mediately projected on the theater 
screen. 
Although Big Screen, a Theater 
TV, makes use of the regular mo-
tion-picture screen, special equip-
ment, which costs approximately 
$25,ooo, must be installed in the 
theater. At the present time about 
100 movie houses are equipped for 
TV presentations. Many more are 
in the process of conversion. 
Long-range plans of producers 
and exhibitors do not limit The-
ater TV to the presentation of 
., sports events or to the role of 
mere adjuncts to the regular bill 
of fare. Charles Skouras, president 
of 20th Century-Fox, foresees the 
day when, for example, live per-
formances from the stage of the 
Metropolitan Opera House and 
from the New York theaters will 
be televised for the enjoyment of 
audiences all over the country. In 
addition, there are seemingly limit-
less possibilities for exciting on-
the-spot pictorial journalism. The 
underlying purpose and goal of 
all these plans, of course, is to 
regain lost ground and to re-
establish the theater as the center 
and citadel of popular entertain-
ment. 
The following fine foreign films, 
now being shown in metropolitan 
theaters, have been generously ap-
plauded by motion picture critics: 
Miracle in Milan, an effective sat-
ire produced in Italy by Vittorio 
de Sica; Rashomen (Daiea: RKO 
Radio), the first Japanese picture 
to be released in the United States 
since 1938; The Lavender Hill 
Mob and The Browning Version, 
both made in England by J. Ar-
thur Rank and released through 
Universal-International; and Cry, 
the Beloved Country (London 
Films: Lopert). 
Many readers will undoubtedly 
recall Alan Paton's passionate out-
cry against the misunderstandings, 
the social taboos, and the racial 
prejudices which he saw in South 
Africa and which, alas, exist in 
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many parts of the world. Cry, the 
Beloved Country, published in 
1948, has been translated into 
many languages. Lost in the Stars, 
a superb stage adaptation of the 
novel, with a musical score by 
Kurt Weill and starring Todd 
Duncan, enjoyed a successful run 
on Broadway and was presented 
in some of our largest cities. Mr. 
Paton himself wrote the script for 
the eloquent film version of his 
book. Canada Lee portrays the 
Negro Anglican preacher with im-
pressive dignity and with a sensi-
tive regard for the issues involved. 
Sidney Poitier is excellent as the 
young city priest. Other members 
of the outstanding cast achieve 
noteworthy performances in diffi-
cult roles. Zoltan Korda's direction 
is exemplary. 
Let us turn for a moment to 
darkest Africa for a brief look 
at The African Queen (United 
Artists, John Huston). This ex-
citing technicolor film is based on 
C. S. Forester's thrilling World 
War I story of high adventure in 
the African jungles. Katherine 
Hepburn and Humphrey Bogart 
are the stars, and both have been 
placed on the list of nominees for 
the coveted Golden Oscar Award 
because of their outstanding per-
formances in this picture. Melo-
drama and low comedy are woven 
together with a deft hand by John 
Huston, one of the ablest directors 
in the business. Incidentally, The 
African Queen actually was made 
in Africa. For nine weeks the cast 
lived on the edge of the jungle-
a trying experience in spite of the 
comforts which could be brought 1 
into the camp. Superb photog- • 
raphy has captured a vivid and 
realistic record of jungle life. 
"The circus is coming!" For 
many years this announcement has 
brought joy and a sense of eager ·l 
expectation to the hearts of young 
and old. Not too long ago even~ 
remote rural communities could 
look forward to yearly visits by 
at least one touring circus com-
pany. Times have changed. Today 
only two major companies still 
go on tour. This is why we should ,.. 
be especially grateful that Cecil 
B. de Mille, the master showman, 
chose the Big Top as the subject 
for his latest super-colossal spec-
tacle. 
The Greatest Show on Earth 
(Paramount, Cecil B. de Mille) 
successfully captures the magic, the l 
excitement, and the impressive 
pageantry of the 1951 production 
of the Ringling Brothers-Barnum 
and Bailey Circus. The plot, con-
trived by four screen writers, is 
weak and commonplace. But who 
cares? This is the circus, and the • 
regular circus performers hold the 
limelight from start to finish. I 
hasten to add that top-flight Holly-
wood players are entirely satisfac-
tory, too. Betty Hutton did not t 
use a double in this film. Months 
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of hard work were necessary to 
acquire the grace and agility de-
manded of her in the role of 
aerialist. Cornel Wilde, James 
Stewart, Gloria Grahame, and 
• Charles Heston appear in leading 
parts. 
What were the thoughts of the 
German people during the last 
terrible months of World War II? 
Did they know that defeat was 
inevitable- and imminent? Did 
-.f they make plans for an uncertain 
future? Did they remain loyal to 
the Fuhrer? Decision Before Dawn 
(2oth Century-Fox, Anatole Lit-
vak), adapted from George Howe's 
1949 novel Call It Treason, at-
..._ tempts to give us an insight into 
the hearts and minds of the Ger-
mans as they plummeted down 
the road to defeat. However one 
may react to the ideas expressed, 
one cannot fail to recognize the 
artistic values of this outstanding 
picture. Authentic settings in six-
teen German cities and towns, 
Anatole Litvak's sensitive direc-
tion, and fine acting give to this 
film almost the conviction and 
the power of a documentary. 
Five Fingers (2oth Century-Fox, 
J. L. Mankiewicz) is one of the 
best cloak-and-dagger pictures I 
have ever seen. Adapted from the 
book Operation Cicero, by A. L. 
Moyzisch, this is the real-life story 
of one Ulysses Diello, a clever 
Albanian who, while he served as 
valet to the British Ambassador to 
Turkey, stole, photographed, and 
sold to the Nazis many top-secret 
documents, including Allied plans 
for the invasion of Normandy. 
Acting, direction, and settings must 
all be rated superior. 
I know that Dean Martin and 
Jerry Lewis have been labeled as 
comedy favorites by movie ex-
hibitors. Nevertheless, Sailor Be-
ware (Paramount) seemed to me 
to be just another rehash of zany 
comedy routines-routines devoid 
of zest or sparkle. 
Two rootin'-tootin', gun-slingin' 
technicolor Westerns: Flaming 
Feather (Paramount) and Man in 
the Saddle (Columbia). Hoi Hum! 
Verse 
Submission 
0 winter storm heave, full with snow-
The winds abating, glide and flow-
Blow through wood. 
Thy motherhood: 
The waves and power of God's breath. 
But men know not that power in death. 
The water, flowing deep in cold, 
Stills its force, assumes its mold. 
There is no fight, 
Nor any fright. 
Calmness reigns; strength is at rest. 
Yet men like this are never blessed. 
The sky its billowy peace resumes. 
The cascading cloud at home assumes 
A tranquil sleep, 
Its beauty deep, 
The contours molded, whiteness bare. 
But men know not a home so fair. 
God may show His laws and love 
In wind, in snow, in sky above. 
They know His will, 
And are still. 
But men return to troubled dust 
Not knowing that love, for lack of trust. 
CHARLES OLIVER CooLEY 
Echoes 
The echo from the mountain far 
Returns to me the same forgotten cry. 
Surprised to hear it again, 
I am terrified at its return; 




My echo is like that Rose which, 
Eternally crumpled and brown, is dead 
Whose sparkling blood-red seed lives on in sunshine 
To haunt me: 
This sterile life in sacred light. 
Ill 
Alone at night I sit, 
My plagued soul crying out in agony, 
And reason telling me: 
No, this answer is not sufficient; 
You can not say, I do not know. 
And always that under-stream, 
That echo-theme, 




My screaming, pulsing spirit 
Bursts within my breast. 
One final ice-cold grip-
And quiet echoes for an eternal moment ... 
My head is clear: 
I know. 
I have won the consolation prize, 
I have taken the battle of the whys; 
For I know why I don't know why. 
v 
0 for a brief echo of Love, 
For Love in Faith, 
For Faith with Truth, 
And Truth in brief time. 
Is this too much to ask: 
An echo for my ghost-time 
And freedom for my soul? 
RoBERT E. HoRN 
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O F OUR writers this month , only Mrs. Margaretta Tangerman ("Using the 
Welfare Services of Your Community") 
needs an introduction to our readers. 
For several years a social worker in Lake 
County, Ind iana, Mrs. Tangerman is 
now head of the department of sociology 
and socia l work and dean of women :11 
Valpara iso University. 
Her article and the 
to try commenting on politics in a cam-
paign year and we also told him that 
probably half of our readers are strong 
supporters of Senator Taft. Even in our 
own office, he is a lonely Kefauver man 
in a nest of various types of Republicans 
and Southern Democrats. But the man 
has courage and a dogged determination 
to call the shots as he sees them . Never 
let it be said tha t the 
CRESSET could not 
find space for an hon-
est writer. 
checklist of books on 
marriage and the 
family represent a 
new departure for the 
CRESSET. More and 
more of our readers 
tell us th a~ they do 
not know where to 
look for "practical" 
information on the 
kind of subjects 
which we have often 
discussed from the 
theoretical and phi-
losophical standpoint. 
We do not envision 
the CR ESSET as ll 
monthly compendium 
of practical informa-
tion, but we do hope 
occasionally to run 
such practical ma-
terial as reading lists, 
outlines of activity. 
and summaries of 
The ''"' 
.,..... 
Next month's issue 
will be given to the 
subject of politics 
with an article on the 
process by which 
presidents are elected 
and a set of two ar-




ers are members of 
one or the other ma -
jor parties. We have 
a state senator who is 
PROBLEMS 
CONTRIBUTORS a candidate for gov-
ernor of his state all 
lined up for the Re-
publican article. At 
this writing, we have 
not yet received the 
article which is to be 
FINAL NOTES 
services available. We 
would be interested in knowing whether 
this meets the approval of our readers. 
''"' .,...... 
Our colleague of the "Reading Room" 
bas, these days, something of the look of 
Little Eva crossing the ice with the 
hounds in pursuit behind her. We 
warned him that it would not be safe 
written from the 
Democratic point of view. 
''"' .,...... 
A reminder: changes of address and 
renewal of subscriptions should be sent 
to the CRESSET, Valparaiso UniversitY, 
Valparaiso, Indiana; NOT to our printer 
in Minneapolis or to the Walther 
League. 
lr 
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